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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 4, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable SHEILA
JACKSON-LEE to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Chaplain Cherita Potter, National
Chaplain, American Legion Auxiliary,
Seaside, Oregon, offered the following
prayer:

Dear Lord, we thank You for this day
and the opportunities it presents to us.

Fill us with a renewed spirit, never
to waver when the way is hard. Prepare
each of us with open hearts and broad-
ened minds to face the many chal-
lenges set before us.

Direct our thoughts and emotions so
that we may exhibit fair judgment and
the practice of good core values.

May the principles of justice, free-
dom, democracy, and loyalty be ever
preserved for a happy and secure Amer-
ica.

Open our eyes to the needs of others.
Make us sensitive to the issues of pov-
erty, racial, sexual, and age discrimi-
nation, war and peace, pollution and
our environment.

Help us to recognize and grasp the
opportunities for service, that each one
of us might make a difference.

God, we thank You for this great Na-
tion and the service men and women
who defend and protect our freedoms.
Help us to know how to best honor and
support them. Fill them with strength
and courage to endure.

May Your blessings be with those
suffering from the ravages of war and
our duty to them be ever on our minds.

We are comforted by Your presence
as we pray for a peaceful Nation.

In Your Name we pray, amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN CHERITA
POTTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. WU) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, I'd like to
first welcome my father, K.C. Wu, to
the House gallery.

It is also my distinct pleasure and
honor to welcome our guest chaplain
for today, Ms. Cherita Potter.

Ms. Potter is the national chaplain
for the American Legion Auxiliary and
one of my constituents in Oregon. She
is also an active member of Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church in Cannon
Beach, Oregon, where she participates
in Vacation Bible School, choir and
Bible study.

Ms. Potter has served in a number of
leadership roles at both the State and
national levels of the American Legion
Auxiliary, and I would like to thank
her personally for her ongoing service
to our Nation’s veterans.

She is joined today by her husband,
Toby, a retired Navy Seabee.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing Ms. Potter for her service to
our country.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from ref-
erences to persons in the gallery.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After
consultation among the Speaker and
the majority and minority leaders, and
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by the Right Honorable Gordon
Brown, Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland, only the doors imme-
diately opposite the Speaker and those
immediately to her left and right will
be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, February 26, 2009, the House
stands in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

During the recess, beginning at 10:49
a.m., the following proceedings were
had:

JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY THE RIGHT HONOR-
ABLE GORDON BROWN, PRIME
MINISTER OF THE UNITED KING-
DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Majority Floor Services Chief,
Mr. Barry Sullivan, announced the
Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Right
Honorable Gordon Brown, Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. CLYBURN);

The gentleman from Connecticut
(Mr. LARSON);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
BECERRA);

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Ms. DELAURO);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SKELTON);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN);

The gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. NEAL);

The gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. MCINTYRE);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. WATSON);

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
CHANDLER);

The gentleman
BOEHNER);

The gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
CANTOR);

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
PENCE);

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
MCcCOTTER);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS);

from Ohio (Mr.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
CARTER);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY);

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
KING);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
McHUGH); and
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The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
PETRI).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
Right Honorable Gordon Brown, Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
into the House Chamber:

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN);

The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY);

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
DoDD);

The Senator from Wisconsin (Mr.
FEINGOLD);

The Senator from California (Mrs.
BOXER);

The Senator from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN);

The Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WEBB);

The Senator from New Hampshire
(Mrs. SHAHEEN);
The Senator from Delaware (Mr.

KAUFMAN);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL);
The Senator from Indiana (Mr.
LUGAR);

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
CORKER);

The Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON);

The Senator from Idaho (Mr. RISCH);

The Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO0); and

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER).

The Majority Floor Services Chief
announced the Acting Dean of the Dip-
lomatic Corps, Her Excellency Heng
Chee Chan, Ambassador of the Republic
of Singapore.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for her.

At 11 o’clock and 7 minutes a.m., the
Majority Floor Services Chief an-
nounced the Right Honorable Gordon
Brown, Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland.

The Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland, escorted by the committee
of Senators and Representatives, en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and stood at the Clerk’s
desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
Right Honorable Gordon Brown, Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

Prime Minister BROWN. Madam
Speaker, Mr. Vice President, distin-
guished Members of Congress, I come
to this great capital of this great Na-
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tion, an America renewed under a new
President, to say that America’s faith
in the future has been, is, and always
will be an inspiration to me and to the
whole world.

Two centuries ago, your creation of
America was the boldest possible affir-
mation of faith in the future. It’s a fu-
ture you have not just believed in but
a future you have built with your own
hands.

On the 20th of January, you, the
American people, wrote the latest
chapter in the American story, with a
transition of dignity, in which both
sides of the aisle should take great
pride. And on that day, billions of peo-
ple truly looked to Washington, D.C.,
as a shining city upon the hill, lighting
up the whole of the world.

Let me thank President Obama for
his leadership, for his friendship and
for giving the whole world renewed
hope in itself.

And I know you will allow me to sin-
gle out for special mention today one
of your most distinguished Senators,
known in every continent and a great
friend. Northern Ireland today is at
peace, more Americans have health
care, children around the world are
going to school, and for all those
things, we owe a great debt to the life
and courage of Senator EDWARD KEN-
NEDY.

Today, having talked to him last
night, I want to announce, awarded by
Her Majesty the Queen on behalf of the
British people, an honorary knighthood
for Sir EDWARD KENNEDY.

Madam Speaker, Mr. Vice President,
I come in friendship to renew, for new
times, our special relationship that is
founded on our shared history, our
shared values and, I believe, our shared
futures.

I grew up in the 1960s as America, led
by President Kennedy, looked to the
heavens and saw not the endless void of
the unknown but a new frontier to dare
to discover and to explore. People said
it couldn’t be done but America did it.

And 20 years later, in the 1980s,
America, led by President Reagan, re-
fused to accept the fate of millions
trapped behind the Iron Curtain and in-
sisted, instead, that the peoples of
Eastern Europe be allowed to join the
ranks of nations which live safe,
strong, and free. People said it would
never happen in our lifetime, but it did,
and the Berlin Wall was torn down
brick by brick.

So, early in my life, I came to under-
stand that America is not just the in-
dispensable Nation; you are the irre-
pressible Nation.

Throughout your history, America
has led insurrections in the human
imagination. You’ve summoned revolu-
tionary times through your belief that
there is no such thing as an impossible
endeavor, and it’s never possible to
come here without having your faith in
the future renewed.

Now, I want to thank you on behalf
of the British people because through-
out the whole century, the American



March 4, 2009

people stood liberty’s ground, not just
in one world war but in two. And I
want you to know that we will never
forget the sacrifice and the service of
the American soldiers who gave their
lives for people whose names they
never knew and whose faces they never
saw, yet people who have lived in free-
dom thanks to the bravery and valor of
the Americans who gave that last full
measure of devotion.

Cemetery after cemetery across Eu-
rope honors the memory of American
soldiers, resting row upon row, often
alongside comrades-in-arms from Brit-
ain. And there is no battlefield of lib-
erty on which there is not a piece of
land that is marked out as American,
and there is no day of remembrance
within Britain that is not also a com-
memoration of American courage and
sacrifice far from home.

In the hardest days of the last cen-
tury, faith in the future kept America
alive, and I tell you that America kept
faith in the future alive for all the
world.

And let me do a tribute to the sol-
diers, yours and ours, who today fight
side by side in the plains of Afghani-
stan, the streets of Iraq, just as their
forefathers fought side by side in the
sands of Tunisia, the beaches of Nor-
mandy, and then on the bridges over
the Rhine.

Almost every family in Britain has a
tie that binds them to America. So I
want you to know that whenever a
young American soldier or marine or
sailor or airman is killed in conflict,
anywhere in the world, we the people of
Britain grieve with you. We know that
your loss is our loss, your family’s sor-
row is our family’s sorrow, and your
Nation’s determination is our nation’s
determination that they shall not have
died in vain.

And after that terrible September
morning, when your homeland was at-
tacked, the Coldstream Guards at
Buckingham Palace played the ‘‘Star
Spangled Banner,” our own British
tribute, as we wept for our friends in
the land of the free and the home of the
brave.

And let me, therefore, promise you
our continued support to ensure that
there is no hiding place for terrorists,
no safe haven for terrorism. You should
be proud that in the years after 2001,
that while terrorists may destroy
buildings and even, tragically, lives,
they have not, and will not ever, de-
stroy the American spirit.

So let it be said of the friendship be-
tween our two countries that it is in
times of trial, true; in the face of fear,
faithful; and amidst the storms of
change, constant.

And let it be said of our friendship
also, formed and forged over two tu-
multuous centuries, a friendship tested
in war, strengthened in peace, that it
has not just endured but is renewed
each generation to better serve our
shared values and fulfill the hopes and
dreams of the day, not alliances of con-
venience. It is a partnership of purpose.
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Alliances can wither or be destroyed,
but partnerships of purpose are inde-
structible. Friendships can be shaken,
but our friendship is unshakable. Trea-
ties can be broken, but our partnership
is unbreakable. And I know that there
is no power on Earth that can ever
drive us apart.

We will work tirelessly with you as
partners for peace in the Middle East;
for a two-state solution, proposed by
President Clinton and driven forward
by President Bush, that provides for
nothing less than a secure Israel, safe
within its borders, existing side by side
with a viable Palestinian state.

And we will work tirelessly with you
to reduce the threat of nuclear pro-
liferation and reduce the stockpile of
nuclear weapons. And our shared mes-
sage to Iran, it is simple: We are ready
for you to rejoin the international
community, but first, you must cease
your threats and suspend your nuclear
program.

Past Prime Ministers have traveled
to this Capitol Building in the times of
war to talk of war. I come now to talk
of new and different battles we must
also fight together, to speak of a global
economy in crisis and a planet imper-
iled.

These are new priorities for our new
times, and let us be honest. Tonight
too many parents, after they put their
children to bed, will speak of their wor-
ries about losing their jobs or the need
to sell the house. Too many will share
stories of friends or neighbors already
packing up their homes. Too many will
talk of a local store or business that
has already gone to the wall.

For me, this global recession is not
to be measured just in statistics or in
graphs or on a balance sheet. Instead, 1
see one individual with one set of
dreams and fears, then another and
then another, each with their own stars
to reach for, each part of a family, each
at the heart of a community, now in
need of help and hope. And when banks
have failed and markets have faltered,
we the representatives of the people
have to be the people’s last line of de-
fense.

That’s why for me there is no finan-
cial orthodoxy so entrenched, there’s
no conventional thinking so ingrained,
there’s no special interest so strong
that it should ever stand in the way of
the change that hardworking families
now need.

We have learned through this world
downturn that markets should be free,
but markets should never be values-
free. We have learned that the risks
people take should never be separated
from the responsibilities that they
must meet. And if perhaps some once
thought it beyond our power to shape
the global markets to meet the needs
of the people, we now know that that is
our duty. We cannot and must not
stand aside.

In our families and workplaces and in
our places of worship, we celebrate men
and women of integrity, who work
hard, treat people fairly, take responsi-

H2929

bility, look out for others, and if these
are the principles we live by in our
families and neighborhoods, they
should also be the principles that guide
and govern our economic life.

And the world has learned that what
makes for the good society also now
makes for the good economy, too. My
father was a minister of the church,
and I have learned again what I was
taught by him: that wealth should help
more than the wealthy; that good for-
tune should serve more than the fortu-
nate; and that riches must enrich not
just some of our communities but all of
our communities. And these enduring
values are, in my view, the values we
need for these new times.

We tend to think of the sweep of des-
tiny as stretching across many months
and years before culminating in deci-
sive moments that we call history. But
sometimes the reality is that defining
moments of history come suddenly and
without warning, and the task of lead-
ership then is to define them, to shape
them, and to move forward into the
new world they demand.

An economic hurricane has swept the
world, creating a crisis of credit and a
crisis of confidence. History has
brought us now to a point where
change is essential, and we are sum-
moned not just to manage our times
but to transform them.

Our task is to rebuild prosperity and
security in a wholly different economic
world, where competition is no longer
just local, but it’s global; and where
banks are no longer national, but
they’re international. And we need to
understand, therefore, what went
wrong in this crisis, that the very fi-
nancial instruments that were designed
to diversify risk across the banking
system instead spread contagion right
across the globe. And today’s financial
institutions, they’re so interwoven
that a bad bank anywhere is a threat
to good banks everywhere.

But should we succumb to a race to
the bottom and to a protectionism that
history tells us that in the end protects
no one? No. We should have the con-
fidence, America and Britain most of
all, that we can seize the global oppor-
tunities ahead and make the future
work for us. And why? Because while
today people are anxious and feel inse-
cure, over the next two decades, lit-
erally billions of people in other con-
tinents will move from being simply
producers of their goods to being con-
sumers of our goods, and in this way,
the world economy will double in size.
Twice as many opportunities for busi-
ness, twice as much prosperity, the big-
gest expansion of middle class incomes
and jobs the world has seen.

So we win our future not by retreat-
ing from the world but by engaging
with it. America and Britain will suc-
ceed and lead if we tap into the talents
of our people, unleash the genius of our
scientists, set free the drive of our en-
trepreneurs. We will win the race to
the top if we can develop the new high-
value-added products and services and
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the new green goods that the rising
numbers of hardworking families
across our globe will want to buy.

So, in these unprecedented times, we
must educate our way out of a down-
turn. We must invest and invent our
way out of a downturn. We must retool
and reskill our way out of a downturn.
And this is not blind optimism or syn-
thetic confidence to console people. It’s
a practical affirmation for our times of
a faith in a better future.

Every time we rebuild a school, we
demonstrate our faith in the future.
Every time we send more people to uni-
versity, every time we invest more in
our new digital infrastructure, every
time we increase support for our sci-
entists, we demonstrate our faith in
the future.

And so I say to this Congress and this
country, something that runs deep in
your character and is woven in your
history, we conquer our fear of the fu-
ture through our faith in the future,
and it is this faith in the future that
means we must commit to protecting
the planet for generations who will
come long after us.

The Greek proverb, what does it say?
Why does anybody plant the seeds of a
tree whose shade they will never see?
The answer is because they look to the
future. And I believe you, the Nation
that had the vision to put a man on the
Moon, are also the Nation with the vi-
sion to protect and preserve our planet
Earth.

And you know it’s only by investing
in environmental technology that we
can end the dictatorship of oil, and it’s
only by tackling climate change that
we can create the millions of new green
jobs that we need and can have.

For the lesson of this crisis is that
we cannot just wait for tomorrow
today. We cannot just think of tomor-
row today. We cannot merely plan for
tomorrow today. Our task must be to
build tomorrow today.

And America knows from its history
that its reach goes far beyond its geog-
raphy. For a century, you have carried
upon your shoulders the greatest of re-
sponsibility: to work with and for the
rest of the world. And let me tell you
that now, more than ever, the rest of
the world wants to work with America.

If these times have shown us any-
thing it’s that the major challenges we
face are global. No matter where it
starts, an economic crisis does not stop
at the water’s edge. It ripples across
the world. Climate change does not
honor passport control. Terrorism has
no respect for borders. Modern commu-
nication instantly spans every con-
tinent. The new frontier is that there
is no frontier, and the new shared truth
is that global problems now need global
solutions.

And let me say to you directly: you
now have the most pro-American Euro-
pean leadership in living memory. It’s
a leadership that wants to cooperate
more closely together in order to co-
operate more closely with you. There is
no old Europe, no new Europe. There is
only our friend Europe.
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So, once again, I say we should seize
this moment because never before have
I seen a world willing to come together
so much. Never before has that been
more needed and never before have the
benefits of cooperation been so far-
reaching.

So when people here and in other
countries ask what more can we do to
bring an end to this downturn, let me
say this. We can achieve more by work-
ing together. And just think of what we
can do if we combine not just in a part-
nership for security but in a new part-
nership for prosperity.

On jobs, you the American people,
through your stimulus proposals, could
create or save at least 3 million jobs.
We in Britain are acting with similar
determination. But how much nearer
an end to this downturn would we all
be if the whole of the world resolved to
do the same?

And you are also restructuring your
banks. So are we. But how much safer
would everybody’s savings be if the
whole world finally came together to
outlaw shadow banking systems and
outlaw offshore tax havens?

So just think how each of our ac-
tions, if combined, could mean a whole
much greater than the sum of its parts:
all, and not just some, banks sta-
bilized; on fiscal stimulus, the impact
multiplied because everybody is doing
it; rising demand in all our countries
creating jobs in each of our countries;
and trade once again the engine of
prosperity, the wealth of nations re-
stored.

No one should forget it was American
visionaries who over a half a century
ago, coming out of the deepest of de-
pressions and the worst of wars, pro-
duced the boldest of plans for global
economic cooperation. They recognized
that prosperity was indivisible. They
concluded that to be sustained it had
to be shared.

And I believe that ours, too, is a time
for renewal, for a plan for tackling re-
cession and building for the future,
every continent playing their part in a
global new deal, a plan for prosperity
that can benefit us all.

And first, so that the whole of the
worldwide banking system serves our
prosperity rather than risks it, let us
agree at our G-20 summit in London in
April on rules and standards for ac-
countability, transparency, and reward
that will mean an end to the excesses
and will apply to every bank, every-
where, and all the time.

Second, America and a few others
cannot be expected to bear all the bur-
den of the fiscal and interest rate stim-
ulus. We must share it globally. So let
us work together for the worldwide re-
duction of interest rates and a scale of
stimulus that is equal to the depth of
the recession and round the world to
the dimensions of recovery and, most
of all, equal to the millions of jobs we
must safeguard and create.

And third, let us together renew our
international economic cooperation,
helping emerging markets rebuild their
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banks. Let us sign a world trade agree-
ment to expand commerce. Let us work
together also for a low carbon recov-
ery. And I am confident that this
President, this Congress, and the peo-
ples of the world can come together in
Copenhagen in December and reach a
historic agreement to combat climate
change.

And let us never forget in times of
turmoil our duties to the least of these,
the poorest of the world. In the Rwanda
museum of genocide, there is a memo-
rial to the countless children who were
among those murdered in the mas-
sacres in Rwanda. There is one of the
face of a child, David. The words be-
neath him are brief; yet, they weigh on
me heavily. It says: Name, David. Age,
10. Favorite sport, football. Enjoyed
making people laugh. Dreamed to be-
come a doctor. Cause of death, tortured
to death. Last words, ‘“The United Na-
tions will come for us.”

But we never did. That child believed
the best of us. That he was wrong is to
our eternal discredit. We tend to think
of a day of judgment as a moment to
come, but our faith tells us, as the
writer said, that judgment is more
than that. It is a summary court in
perpetual session.

And when I visit those bare, run-
down, yet teeming classrooms across
Africa, they’re full of children, like our
children, desperate to learn, but be-
cause we’ve been unable as a world to
keep our promises to help, more and
more children, I tell you, are being
lured to expensively funded madrassas,
teaching innocent children to hate us.

So for our security and our children’s
security and these children’s future,
you know the greatest gift of our gen-
eration, the greatest gift we could give
to the world, the gift of America and
Britain, could be that every child in
every country should have the chance
70 million children today do not have,
the chance to go to school, to spell
their names, to count their age and
perhaps learn of a great generation
who are striving to make their freedom
real.

Let us remember that there is a com-
mon bond that across different beliefs,
cultures, and nationalities unites us as
human beings. It is at the core of my
convictions. It’s the essence of Amer-
ica’s spirit. It’s the heart of all our
faiths. And it must be at the center of
our response to this crisis, too.

Our values tell us we cannot be whol-
ly comfortable while others go without
comfort; that our communities can
never be fully at ease if millions feel ill
at ease; that our society cannot be
truly strong when millions are left so
weak. And this much we know: when
the strong help the weak, it makes us
all stronger.

And this, too, is true. All of us know
that in a recession the wealthiest, the
most powerful, and the most privileged
can find a way through. So we don’t
value the wealthy less when we say
that our first duty is to help the not-
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so-wealthy. We don’t value the power-
ful less when we say our first responsi-
bility is to help the powerless. And we
do not value those who are secure less
when we say our first priority must be
to help the insecure.

These recent events have forced us
all to think anew, and while I have
learned many things over these last
few months, I keep returning to some-
thing I first learned in my father’s
church as a child. In these most mod-
ern of crises, I am drawn to the most
ancient of truths. Wherever there is
hardship, wherever there is suffering,
we cannot, we will not, we will never
pass by on the other side.

But you know, working together
there is no challenge to which we’re
not equal. There’s no obstacle we can’t
overcome. There’s no aspiration so
high it cannot be achieved.

In the depths of the Depression, when
Franklin Roosevelt did battle with fear
itself, it was not simply by the power
of his words, his personality, and his
example that he triumphed. Yes, all
these things mattered, but what
mattered more was this enduring
truth: that you, the American people,
at your core, were, as you remain,
every bit as optimistic as your Roo-
sevelts, your Reagans and your
Obamas.

And this is the faith in the future
that has always been the story and
promise of America. So, at this defin-
ing moment in history, let us renew
our special relationship for our genera-
tion and our times. Let us work to-
gether to restore prosperity and pro-
tect this planet, and with faith in the
future, let us together build tomorrow
today.

Thank you.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 11 o’clock and 43 minutes a.m.,
the Right Honorable Gordon Brown,
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
accompanied by the committee of es-
cort, retired from the Hall of the House
of Representatives.

The Majority Floor Services Chief es-
corted the Acting Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps from the Chamber.

———

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly, at 11 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m., the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.
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0 1245
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PASTOR of Arizona) at 12
o’clock and 45 minutes p.m.

———

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings had during the recess be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

——————

HEALTH CARE—IT’S TIME FOR A
CHANGE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Ladies and
gentlemen of America, the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act pro-
vides $20 billion to accelerate the adop-
tion of health information systems by
doctors and hospitals; these are elec-
tronic medical records. This will mod-
ernize health care in this country, it
will save billions of dollars by reducing
the need for duplicate diagnostic proce-
dures, it will reduce medical errors and
improve the quality of services. This
will create or save hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs, many in the high-tech
sectors, tens of billions of dollars in
system-wide savings, including a net
reduction in private health insurance
premiums for families.

I want the public to know that it’s
time for change. Our health care sys-
tem should have been addressed many,
many years ago, but under this new ad-
ministration and under this Demo-
cratic leadership of this fine body, we
are doing what needs to be done in
order to put this country in a posture
it needs to be in for the new millen-
nium.

———

TAX DEDUCTIONS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, one of my
constituents, Gail, from Lititz, Penn-
sylvania, recently wrote to me about a
provision in the President’s recently
released budget. She said, among other
things, “‘God has blessed us abundantly
in many ways; in turn, we have been
able to bless others. We donate a very
large percentage of our income to the
hungry, homeless, orphaned and wid-
owed. We are in the top tax bracket.
Any increase in our taxes or decrease
in our charitable deductions will not
hurt our standard of living, it will, in-
deed, hurt the very people that the
government is trying to help.”
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When Alexis de Tocqueville wrote
with praise for America, he cited our
civic institutions, like churches and
other nonprofit organizations, as the
basis for our strength in the Nation.
The Obama administration is woefully
misguided if they think reducing the
tax credit for charitable donations will
help America. During an economic re-
cession, our churches, charities, and
other community organizations that
assist many individuals quicker and
more effectively than government pro-
grams will be harmed. It’s a mistake to
change our tax policy to reduce fund-
ing to these organizations when their
help is needed most in communities
across America.

———

THE TIME TO ACT IS NOW FOR
HEALTH CARE

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Last week,
President Obama submitted a budget
that expresses his commitment to
transforming health care in America.
Tomorrow, he will gather Members of
Congress, consumers, business men and
women, and health care providers at
the White House to discuss how to
achieve the common goals he laid out
in the budget, ‘‘constraining costs, ex-
panding access, and improving qual-
ity.”

The economic crisis we face is not a
cause for delay, it is an argument for
comprehensive reform. The need for ac-
tion couldn’t be clearer. Every percent-
age increase in the unemployment rate
means another 1.1 million Americans
becomes uninsured.

Over half of all Americans, many of
them insured, are doing without med-
ical care because of high costs. Emer-
gency rooms are being forced to turn
away Dpatients, and businesses that
cover their workers are struggling to
be competitive in the face of rising pre-
miums.

We must assure that all Americans
are covered and give each a choice of a
public health insurance plan or private
plan that provides comprehensive, af-

fordable and high-quality care. The
time to act is now.
———
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE THE
SOLUTION

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
with concern about the President’s
budget.

Now is not the time to be raising
taxes. We should not be raising rates,
nor should we diminish the benefits for
people who are paying their mortgage
as they should be. As determined as the
Democrats are to raise taxes, you don’t
fuel the engines of economic growth by
penalizing those who are responsible,
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who do play by the rules, and who don’t
need a bailout. By reducing the tax re-
ductions for mortgage interest, the
Democrats are raising taxes, and they
are growing government while reducing
economic incentives for those who have
resources to invest in a faltering econ-
omy.

Further, at this time of need, now is
not the time to reduce the benefits for
making charitable donations. Non-
profit religious organizations and insti-
tutions of higher education are also
struggling in this economy. The net re-
sult of the President’s budget is less
money for donating to those worth-
while causes.

We do have a choice: do you want to
keep your money and spend your
money, or do you want the government
bureaucracy to tax and spend? I believe
in the American people; it’s their
money, not the government’s money.
Government is not the solution, the
American people are the solution.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE 2008 STATE
CHAMPION ELK LAKE WARRIORS

(Mr. CARNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 2008 Pennsylvania
State championship boys cross-country
team, the Elk Lake Warriors. I am
blessed to have five terrific kids, all of
whom attend Elk Lake, and my oldest
three boys are all cross-country run-
ners.

The cross-country team’s victory is
remarkable for many reasons, it’s only
the third State championship that Elk
Lake has ever won. But what I found
truly remarkable was their inspira-
tional path to victory. Not one runner
on the team won an individual medal
at the State meet, but working to-
gether, they won the State title, an in-
credible lesson for us all. They each
gave it their all and demonstrated an
incredible dedication to each other and
their team; they were victorious.

As we know, our Nation is facing in-
credible challenges right now. It is all
too easy to forget the simple value of
pulling together and putting aside our
differences in difficult times. I am con-
fident that if we all heed the lessons of-
fered by a small rural school in Penn-
sylvania, we will succeed. And once
again, my congratulations to the 2008
State champions, the Elk Lake War-
riors.

———
MORE TAXES—LESS PROSPERITY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, his-
tory shows that if you tax something,
you get less of it; if you subsidize
something, you’re going to get more of
it.

This budget raises taxes. We
shouldn’t raise taxes during a recession
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on anyone that pays taxes. Tax in-
crease will do several things. Small
businesses that pay most of the taxes,
they will have a tax increase. So to pay
for these new taxes, they’re going to
have to cut jobs to pay for those taxes.
It raises the utility rates on people
that use energy. Now, that hurts those
folks, the working poor, who have a
fixed income, in essence, a tax increase
on the poor. It cuts deductions for
home mortgages and charitable con-
tributions; that, in essence, hurts peo-
ple who try to live in a home and con-
tribute to charities. And the budget re-
distributes wealth.

Abraham Lincoln said, ‘“You don’t
make the poor rich by making the rich
poor and you don’t make the weak
strong by making the strong weak.”

The budget is flawed with more gov-
ernment spending, more government
control, and it raises taxes. Taxes will
create less prosperity, not more pros-
perity.

And that’s just the way it is.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO QUENTIN MEASE

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
a giant in our community in Houston,
Texas, that we lost just a few days ago.

Quentin Mease was 100 years old, and
he lived that life vigorously and with
great fulfillment. He was a servant of
the people. No, he was not elected, but
he was one of the founding members of
the National Urban League Houston
chapter. He was a founding member of
what is now called the Harris County
Hospital District. One of the satellite
hospitals was named after Quentin
Mease.

He was truly a giver, a philanthropic,
a person who believed that he was, in
fact, our brothers’ and sisters’ keeper.
He lost his life, but he was full of life
when he passed. He will be recognized
on Thursday for a wake and Friday for
a funeral.

I believe the words of the President
of the United States in his African
American History Month that said,
“The ideals of the founders became
more real and more true for every cit-
izen of African American ancestry to
realize our full potential as a Nation,
and to uphold those ideals for all who
enter into our borders and embrace the
notion that we all are endowed with
certain inalienable rights.”

Quentin Mease, fallen in battle, be-
lieved that we were all endowed with
certain inalienable rights. He gave his
all. He wanted us all to be embraced
under this bright and shining flag. He
believed in America. As an African
American, he is a giant, and I thank
him for highlighting young people like
myself to give us an opportunity to go
forward into the future.

Thank you, Mr. Mease. May God
bless you. And may God bless you as
you rest in peace.
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SMALL BUSINESS—KEY TO GET-
TING OUR ECONOMY BACK ON
TRACK

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, unem-
ployment in my home State of Florida
and across the country continues to
rise. As the stock markets and retire-
ment accounts fall, our national debt is
approaching $11 trillion. And just last
week, Congress approved, over my ob-
jections, a $410 billion spending bill
that was 8 percent higher than last
year, more than twice the rate of infla-
tion. On top of all this new spending,
we now hear that the White House is
proposing nearly $1 trillion in new
taxes. Now is not the time to be raising
taxes or embarking on a reckless
spending free.

Rather than exploding the size of
Federal Government, Congress should
be working to strengthen the backbone
of our economy with small businesses.
Seventy percent of all new jobs are cre-
ated by small business, many of them
in our area family owned.

Let’s get our economy back on track
by helping to work with small busi-
nesses. That’s the legacy that we want
to leave our children and grand-
children.

PASS THE HELPING FAMILIES
SAVE THEIR HOMES ACT

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, by now we
all know what a central role the hous-
ing market crisis has played in our eco-
nomic troubles. The housing meltdown
is devastating for families and commu-
nities, particularly for innocent fami-
lies who have lived within their means
and paid their mortgages on time.
Through no fault of their own, their
home values are eroding and their life
savings are threatened. That’s why we
must pass the Helping Families Save
Their Homes Act. It restores fairness
to the bankruptcy system.

Current law allows loan modifica-
tions for vacation homes and yachts,
yet prohibits them for primary resi-
dences. This bill will end this inequity.
It also fixes the Hope for Homeowners
program to increase mortgage modi-
fications and reduce foreclosures. It is
not about bailing out lenders or bor-
rowers who made irresponsible deci-
sions, it is, rather, finding fair and ef-
fective solutions to stabilizing the
housing crisis and stabilizing the mar-
ket.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is also
needed to get our country back on
track. I urge my colleagues to vote for
a stronger economy and vote for this
bill.
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PRESIDENT’S BUDGET PUTS IN-
FRASTRUCTURE AND AMERICA
AT GREAT RISK

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, I re-
ceived a letter from the President of
the Louisiana Oil and Gas Association
expressing grave concern over the ad-
ministration’s budget proposal we were
sent last week. Our Nation’s oil and
gas industry is not made up of the five
or so Big Oil companies; instead, it is
several thousand independent oil and
natural gas producers. It is these com-
panies that drill and produce the vast
majority of oil and natural gas pro-
duced here in the United States.

The administration’s budget pro-
posals will strip the economic incen-
tives that provide the investment cap-
ital that is needed to explore and
produce o0il and gas for our country.
Without these incentives, exploration
and production of oil and natural gas
will drastically decline, trillions of dol-
lars will be lost, tens of thousands of
jobs will be lost, and our Nation’s en-
ergy security will be severely threat-
ened.

In my home State of Louisiana, 25
percent of the Nation’s energy is pro-
duced. We are the heartbeat of our Na-
tion’s energy infrastructure. Simply
put, the administration’s budget pro-
posals will put that infrastructure and
our country at great risk and drive up
home utilities and gas at the pump.

——
O 1300
VOTE “YES” ON HELPING FAMI-

LIES SAVE THEIR HOMES ACT

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, there
is unusually broad agreement on the
fact that to stop the downward spiral
of this economy, we have to act on sev-
eral fronts at once in a forceful and co-
ordinated manner.

We have addressed the need for job
creation and tax relief with the eco-
nomic recovery bill. We are addressing
the banking crisis and credit freeze
with the second round of TARP funds
and the launching of the TALF pro-
gram. Now we have the chance to take
action on a critically important front,
stabilizing housing prices. All across
the country, neighborhoods are strug-
gling as each foreclosed home reduces
the value of nearby properties.

The Helping Families Save Their
Homes Act will give more tools to
homeowners to stay in their homes and
allow judicial modifications of home
mortgages. It helps families facing
foreclosure stay in their homes, thus
stabilizing lives, home prices, neigh-
borhoods and restoring confidence in
the economy.

I am confident that a ‘“‘yes’ vote on
this bill is in the best interests of our
American economy.
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BUSINESS AS USUAL

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, later this
week President Obama is expected to
sign the omnibus spending bill into
law. That bill contains nearly 9,000 ear-
marks. Now, this is unfortunate. It
sends a signal that we have ushered in
a new era of absolutely the same, busi-
ness as usual.

I would encourage the President, if
he is going to sign the omnibus bill, to
at least announce a change moving for-
ward. He could announce, for example,
that he will not sign legislation in the
future that contains congressionally
directed no-bid contracts to private
companies.

He should encourage the Congress to
end the appearance of pay-to-play when
no-bid contracts are given to those who
give us campaign contributions. Giving
no-bid contracts to our campaign do-
nors should be beneath the dignity of
this House. Now our leadership, both
on the Republican and the Democratic
side, has not recognized this yet, but I
hope that the President does.

———

HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, this week the House is sched-
uled to take up H.R. 1106, the Helping
Families Save Their Homes Act of 2009.
While much of the controversy over
this bill is focused on the title I provi-
sions, the provisions in title II will pro-
vide safe harbor for lenders willing to
modify mortgages and improve the
HOPE for Homeowners program.

Allow me to dispel a few of the myths
surrounding this legislation.

Myth: The bill only benefits a small
number of homeowners.

Fact: This bill will actually help all
homeowners by protecting their neigh-
borhoods from the negative effects of
foreclosure. Every foreclosure brings
down the value of nearby homes, fur-
ther eroding the equity of homeowners
who are up to date on their mortgages.
Millions of middle class families are
just one sickness or one layoff away
from a possible foreclosure.

Myth: The bill rewards bad behavior.

Fact: This bill requires homeowners
to negotiate with their lenders in good
faith before they can even consider ap-
plying for judicial modification of their
home loan through bankruptcy.

Myth: The bill is a dramatic change
in the Bankruptcy Code.

Fact: This bill equalizes the rules by
treating residential bankruptcies the
same as corporate, farm and vacation
home bankruptcies.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation.

I'd like to remind my colleagues that while
much of the controversy over this bill has fo-
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cused on the Title | provisions, the provisions
in Title 1l will help thousands of homeowners
and enjoy broad support. Providing safe har-
bor for lenders willing to modify mortgages
and improving the HOPE for Homeowners
program are much-needed reforms that will
help stem the tide of foreclosures and protect
our neighborhoods. | would like to take a few
moments to dispel some of the myths sur-
rounding the legislation that could also be re-
ferred to as the Neighborhood Protection Act.

Myth: This bill only benefits a small number
of low income homeowners or homeowners
who bought more house than they could af-
ford.

Fact: H.R. 1106 will actually help all home-
owners by protecting their neighborhoods from
the negative effects of foreclosure. Every fore-
closure in a neighborhood brings down the
value of nearby homes, further eroding the eg-
uity of homeowners who are up to date on
their mortgages. Furthermore, the foreclosure
crisis has spread beyond victims of the sub-
prime crisis or individuals who purchased
more home than they could afford. As Presi-
dent Obama noted in his address to this body,
millions of middle-class families are just one
sickness or one layoff away from possible
foreclosure. Without the ability to sell or refi-
nance a home with a current value lower than
the mortgage value, these families are out of
options.

Myth: The bill rewards bad behavior.

Fact: H.R. 1106 requires homeowners to
negotiate with their lenders in good faith be-
fore they can even consider applying for a ju-
dicial modification of their home loan through
bankruptcy. And the bill prevents judges from
modifying loans for homeowners who have the
ability to make their payments or make other
bad faith efforts to game the system. The spe-
cious argument that the bill rewards bad be-
havior is being promoted by the banks, who
themselves were rewarded for their bad be-
havior by the previous Administration. After re-
ceiving hundreds of billions of dollars in tax-
payer bailouts, the banks should be the last to
complain. This bill is designed to help families
who have worked hard and played by the
rules, but are trapped by declining property
values and escalating job losses.

Myth: The bill enables homeowners to avoid
their financial responsibilities.

Fact: H.R. 1106 allows judges to modify a
mortgage only in those cases where it is truly
not affordable for the homeowner and even
then judges can only reduce the mortgage to
the fair market value of the property. Lenders
are able to recoup the fair market value of the
house, plus interest, which is much better than
they usually secure in a foreclosure sale.

Myth: The bill is a dramatic change in the
bankruptcy code.

Fact: H.R. 1106 equalizes bankruptcy rules
by treating residential bankruptcies the same
as corporate, farm, and vacation home bank-
ruptcies. H.R. 1106 will give struggling families
or individuals the same right to modify the
loans on their primary homes as wealthy in-
vestors have to modify the loans on their sec-
ond or third properties.

Myth: The bill will dramatically increase
bankruptcies.

Fact: Bankruptcy proceedings are unpleas-
ant and scar one’s credit record for years. No
one looks forward to bankruptcy. And this bill
provides stringent conditions, with a series of
interim steps and requirements, so bankruptcy



H2934

proceedings are only used as a last resort
after exhausting all other options to save a
home.

Myth: This bill is another bailout for the
banks and will cost taxpayers tens of billions.

Fact: H.R. 1106 actually redirects existing
TARP funds from the banks to homeowners. It
also will make sure the TARP funds are spent
on economic recovery and neighborhood sta-
bilization rather than salted away in some
bank vault or paid to bank shareholders as
dividends. This bill does exactly what the
American people have asked for; it helps
homeowners rather than banks and big busi-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1106 is not a perfect bill,
but it is one more piece in the mosaic of posi-
tive efforts we are making to turn our economy
around. It is good for homeowners. It is good
for the future stability of our neighborhoods. It
is good for our nation’s economy.

That is why | ask my colleagues to join me
later today in supporting H.R. 1106.

———

WHERE IS THE OBAMA
ADMINISTRATION ON SUDAN?

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today the
International Criminal Court issued an
arrest warrant for Sudan’s President
Bashir, charging him with seven counts
of war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity. This is the first time the court
has accused a sitting head of state of
war crimes.

The world knows what’s happening in
Sudan and Darfur, and yet the Obama
administration has failed to appoint a
special envoy. I have asked him to ap-
point a former Senator, Bill Frist from
Tennessee, who can start today. The
tribunal spokesman said the crimes in-
cluded, and I quote, ‘“‘murdering, exter-
minating, raping, torturing and forc-
ibly transferring large numbers of ci-
vilians and the pillaging of their prop-
erty.”

According to the U.N., an estimated
300,000 have been killed since the
Darfur conflict began and 2.7 million
displaced. And yet the Obama adminis-
tration has failed to appoint a special
envoy. As recently as just yesterday,
the AP reported that in recent weeks
26,000 people have fled their homes in
Darfur and flooded Zamzam refugee
camps, already at 50,000.

I close by saying time is short. The
killing and the devastation goes on.
The administration must act. This can-
not wait.

——————

INNOVATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN A
HALLMARK OF AMERICAN SUC-
CESS

(Mr. LUJAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) .

Mr. LUJAN. Mr. Speaker, innovation
has always been a hallmark of Amer-
ican success. Innovation will transform
the way we generate and store power
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from renewable resources, use elec-
tricity more efficiently, and create a
workforce for the 21st century.

President Obama’s budget promotes
the development of innovative clean
energy technology, modernizes the
electric grid, and provides the capital
to double renewable energy generating
capacity. With these investments we
will change the way our country gen-
erates, uses and delivers energy. We
will produce jobs throughout the
United States and begin to end our de-
pendence on foreign oil.

America’s prosperity depends on bold
action and investments in research and
development, on our ability to adapt
through innovation and on creating
green jobs that will build a foundation
for a clean energy economy.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

RECOGNIZING BEVERLY ECKERT
FOR 9/11 VICTIMS WORK

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 201) recognizing
Beverly Eckert’s service to the Nation
and particularly to the survivors and
families of the September 11, 2001, at-
tacks.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 201

Whereas on the morning of September 11,
2001, terrorists hijacked and destroyed four
civilian aircraft, crashing two of them into
the towers of the World Trade Center in New
York City and a third into the Pentagon out-
side Washington, DC;

Whereas the passengers and crew aboard
United Flight 93 acted heroically to prevent
the terrorist hijackers from taking addi-
tional American lives, by crashing the plane
in Shanksville, Pennsylvania and sacrificing
their own lives instead;

Whereas thousands of innocent men,
women, and children were brutally murdered
in the attacks of September 11, 2001;

Whereas pursuant to Public Law 107-306,
the 9/11 Commission was formed to ascertain,
evaluate, and report on the evidence regard-
ing the terrorist attacks;

Whereas the 9/11 Commission was also re-
quired in Public Law 107-306 to make a full
and complete accounting of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the terrorist at-
tacks, report on the United States’ prepared-
ness for, and immediate response to, ter-
rorist attacks, and make findings, conclu-
sions, and recommendations for corrective
measures that could be taken to prevent,
prepare, and respond to acts of terrorism;

Whereas the 9/11 Commission stated in its
report that it ‘“‘interviewed more than 1,200
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individuals’” to assist in making its rec-
ommendations;

Whereas one of the groups representing the
victims, ‘“Voices of September 11°, testified
before the 9/11 Commission;

Whereas Beverly Eckert was the widow of
Mr. Sean Rooney, who died in the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center and following her husband’s death,
Beverly Eckert co-founded ‘“‘Voices of Sep-
tember 11°, an advocacy group for survivors
and 9/11 families;

Whereas Beverly Eckert was instrumental
in the development and growth of this im-
portant advocacy group, which now claims
more than 5,500 members;

Whereas Beverly Eckert worked admirably
with the 110th Congress and was a key pro-
ponent in the final passage of the ‘‘Imple-
menting the 9/11 Commission Recommenda-
tions Act of 2007 as the legislation to effec-
tuate the recommendations of the 9/11 Com-
mission to prevent, prepare, and respond to
acts of terrorism; and

Whereas the United States will forever be
grateful for the services of Beverly Eckert
and mourn her loss: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) acknowledges Beverly Eckert’s service
to the Nation and particularly to the sur-
vivors and families of the September 11, 2001,
attacks;

(2) recognizes Beverly Eckert’s work to
help bring about implementation of the 9/11
Commission recommendations to prepare,
prevent, and respond to acts of terrorism;
and

(3) extends its deepest condolences to the
family of Beverly Eckert and the families of
all those who lost their lives due to the crash
of Continental Connection Flight 3407.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL) and the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on the resolu-
tion under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of this resolution and yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Res. 201, which
recognizes Beverly Eckert’s service to
the United States of America, particu-
larly the survivors and the families of
the attack on September 11, 2001.

Ms. Eckert was the widow of Mr.
Sean Rooney, who was killed in the
World Trade Center on September 11.
For many, the devastating loss of a
partner, of a husband, would lead to a
state of grief, anger, fear, paralysis.

But Beverly Eckert turned the Sep-
tember 11 attacks into a clarion call of
government accountability and trans-
parency, Mr. Speaker. When there were
questions about what led to the at-
tacks, Beverly Eckert demanded an-
swers.
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When some tried to dismiss her call
for answers, she pressed on and co-
founded the ‘“Voices of September 11,”
an advocacy group for survivors which
now claims more than 5,500 members.

This led to the creation of the Na-
tional Commission on Terrorist At-
tacks upon the United States—or the
9/11 Commission—and we all remember
that commission led by former Con-
gressman Lee Hamilton and, of course,
Governor Tom Kean of New Jersey.
Beverly Eckert did not stop there. She
attended the 9/11 Commission hearings
and was there when the 9/11 Commis-
sion published its findings and rec-
ommendations.

Mr. Speaker, I want to allow, because
of time factors with some of the Mem-
bers, two young ladies who are Mem-
bers of this great body, who are always
there first to recognize and sensitive to
those people, the real heroes of Amer-
ica.

I yield 2 minutes first to Ms. SLAUGH-
TER from the State of New York.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I thank both gen-
tlemen for the time.

As a New Yorker, obviously the
events of September 11, 2001, are really
seared in our memory, as I am sure
they are in the memory of all Ameri-
cans.

On February 12, this year, 2009, the
Nation was shocked and saddened by
the devastating plane accident in Clar-
ence, New York, a few miles outside of
Buffalo. Our thoughts and prayers will
always be with the family and friends
who lost loved ones on Continental
Connection Flight 3407.

Today, we are here to recognize one
of the persons on that plane, Beverly
Eckert, who also lost her life on that
day. We thank her for her tremendous
service to our Nation and particularly
to the survivors and families of the
September 11, 2001, attacks.

Mr. Speaker, Beverly Eckert, as men-
tioned, was the widow of Sean Rooney,
who died in the September 11 attacks
on the World Trade Center and had
been among the most visible faces of
the victims’ families in the aftermath
of the attacks. Following her husband’s
death, she cofounded Voices of Sep-
tember 11, one of the first advocacy
groups for the survivors of 9/11 and
families.

Beverly was instrumental in the de-
velopment and growth of this impor-
tant group, which is now supported by
more than 5,500 members. Along with
other members of the Voices of Sep-
tember 11, she testified before the 9/11
Commission to help report on the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks.

Beverly worked with the 110th Con-
gress tirelessly, and she was a key pro-
ponent in enacting the 9/11 Commis-
sion’s recommendations to prevent,
prepare and respond to acts of ter-
rorism. Simply put, Beverly’s work
helped to make our Nation safer and
more secure.

Beverly was a passenger on Flight
3407 on her way to Buffalo to mark
what would have been her husband’s
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birthday and launch a scholarship in
his memory. We lost an inspiring and
tenacious champion in Beverly, and we
must continue to honor her memory
and accomplishments.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. PASCRELL. I yield the gentle-
lady an additional 30 seconds.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. We must continue
to honor her memory and accomplish-
ments while carrying on her mission.
Today we consider a resolution to ac-
knowledge her service on behalf of the
survivors and to recognize her work to
help protect our Nation.

The resolution also extends condo-
lences to the families of all those who
were lost on the Continental Connec-
tion flight.

I urge my colleagues to support the
resolution to honor the life of Beverly
Eckert, commemorating her valuable
service to the 9/11 survivors and fami-
lies in this country.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join my
colleagues in honoring Ms. Beverly
Eckert.

Ms. Eckert lost her husband, Sean
Rooney, on September 11, 2001. Since
then, Ms. Eckert has been a tireless ad-
vocate for the families and survivors of
these September 11 attacks. She is the
cofounder of the nonprofit foundation
Voices of September 11, which cur-
rently has more than 5,500 members.

Ms. Eckert lobbied for the establish-
ment of the 9/11 Commission, passage
of the Intelligence Reform and Ter-
rorism Prevention Act, establishment
of the WMD Commission, and the de-
velopment of a memorial to the vic-
tims of the September 11 attacks at
Ground Zero.

Ms. Eckert was a passenger on Conti-
nental Flight 3407, which crashed on
February 12, 2009, near Buffalo, New
York. Ms. Eckert, who grew up in Buf-
falo, was returning to her hometown to
honor her husband on his 58th birthday
and establish a scholarship in his
name.

Ms. Eckert is survived by her three
sisters, seven nephews and her one
niece. My heart goes out to her family
and friends. I hope they can take com-
fort in the fact that Ms. HEckert has
been reunited with her husband.

I honor Ms. Eckert and all those who
lost their lives as a result of the tragic
crash of Continental Flight 3407.

I urge Members to support this reso-
lution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentlelady from New
York (Mrs. MALONEY).
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Mrs. MALONEY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding and for his con-
stant leadership and support for the
9/11 families and for the reforms to
make our country safer and to my good
friend and colleague LOUISE SLAUGH-
TER, who authored this resolution.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the resolution honoring Beverly
Eckert, who died in a plane crash in
Buffalo going to honor the memory of
her husband on his 58th birthday.

She told me the last time she spoke
to him, he was in the burning towers
and the fire was coming towards him.
She was devoted to him. It broke her
heart. But it did not break her spirit.
She dedicated her life to making sure
that other families did not suffer the
same type of loss that she did by not
protecting our citizens, by putting in
place strong homeland security laws.

As the co-Chair of the 9/11 Family
Steering Committee, and I was the
founder and Chair of the 9/11 Commis-
sion Caucus, we worked almost daily,
first to support the creation of the 9/11
Commission; then to fund it, to give it
subpoena power, to give it time to do
its work. And when they came back
with a report that had 47 recommenda-
tions to make Americans safer, she
then dedicated her life to imple-
menting them into law. I was one of
the authors of the first bill that reor-
ganized our intelligence, the first
major intelligence reorganization since
1948, to share information so that we
could better prevent another attack.
And then H.R. 1, which rolled all the
other recommendations to make Amer-
ica safer into the bill, H.R. 1, the first
bill that the Democratic leadership
passed in the last Congress, this passed
with Beverly’s leadership and support.

She worked out of my office for 4
years. She would lead vigils in front of
the White House. She was at 9/11 con-
stantly raising the need and the impor-
tance to pass this important legisla-
tion. She was a spirit. She was a lead-
er. She was one of the finest people 1
have ever met. And many, many people
owe a great deal of gratitude for a safer
America because of her work.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. I urge my colleagues
to support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Instead of letting leaders in Wash-
ington pat themselves on the back for
the 9/11 Commission, which we are apt
to do, Beverly Eckert insisted on the
implementation of the Commission’s
recommendations. When Ms. Eckert
was told that the recommendations
would be difficult to implement, she
was not deterred. Where she saw there
were problems, she demanded and
worked tirelessly for solutions. She
traveled to Washington and pushed for
the passage of the implementation of
the recommendations of the 9/11 Com-
mission Act, as Mrs. MALONEY and Ms.
SLAUGHTER pointed out.

To sum up, Beverly Eckert was a te-
nacious citizen who nudged and prod-
ded the leaders of this Nation to look
at their mistakes and implement the
steps to correct them. Ms. Eckert was
not interested in partisanship, fear-
mongering or saber rattling. Beverly
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Eckert was a woman who made sure
that the death of her husband and
those who died on September 11 would
not be in vain. In that process she
taught us all why we should not give
into the fear of terrorism.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of this resolution hon-
oring, Beverly Eckert, a great American. As a
9/11 widow, Beverly Eckert rose above a
daunting challenge. America has asked her to
not only overcome her grief over losing her
husband, but to take on a leading role as a
advocate for other victims.

Beverly Eckert, who died on February 12 in
the crash of Continental Connection Flight
3407 in Clarence Center, N.Y., was co-found-
er of Voices of September 11, a group rep-
resenting the victims of the September 11 ter-
rorist attacks. Her husband, Sean Rooney,
died in the World Trade Center. Under Eck-
ert’s leadership, Voices of September 11 grew
into an influential advocacy group of more
than 5,500 members. Eckert supported the
work of the 9/11 Commission and urged Con-
gress to adopt its recommendations. Less
than a week before her death, she met with
President Barack Obama at the White House
with other terrorist victims’ families to discuss
changes in the government’s handling of terror
suspects.

As a member of the House Committee on
Homeland Security and the Chair of the Sub-
committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture | am well aware of the importance of
keeping the memory of September 11, 2001 at
the forefront of our conscious.

This resolution honors Beverly Eckert for
her service on behalf of September 11 victims
and their families and recognizes her work to
bring about the implementation of the 9/11
Commission recommendations to prevent and
respond to acts of terrorism. It extends condo-
lences to Eckert’s family and the families of all
those who lost their lives in the Continental
Connection Flight 3407 crash.

Certainly the irony of Beverly Eckert dying in
a plane crash that appears to be weather-re-
lated is not lost on us. That does not diminish
the breadth of her work over the last eight
years. It is fitting that Beverly was greeted at
the White House by President Obama just a
week before she perished.

It is my hope Mr. Speaker that we continue
to honor Beverly Eckert and the other victims
of Continental Connection Flight 3407 and the
terrorist attacks of 9/11 by energizing our pur-
suit of the terrorists who hurt our nation. We
can do this by bringing to justice the perpetra-
tors of those attacks and the forces behind
them.

Mr. Speaker, | am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to speak to our nation at this poignant
time but also a moment where we can be re-
minded of the arduous task that this new ad-
ministration faces in pursuit of terrorists and
seeking to raise our profile as a nation of
peace. We can be a leader in the fight against
terrorism and still saving the world. We can
only hope that Sean Rooney and Beverly are
reunited in heaven.

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
constituent and citizen activist, Beverly Eckert
who lost her life in the tragic crash of flight
3407 just a few weeks ago.

In addition to being a beloved sister, aunt,
and friend, Beverly, who lost her husband in
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the September 11 terrorist attack on the World
Trade Center, was an impressive activist and
will be missed, both for her outspoken work on
behalf of 9/11 victims and by those who knew
and love her.

After her husband died on September 11th,
Beverly co-founded Voices of September 11, a
group that serves those affected by the at-
tacks and advocates for effective response to
terrorism.

In the days, weeks and years after the 9/11
attacks, Beverly was a tireless advocate for
the victims’ families. She spearheaded pro-
tests that led politicians to set aside more land
for a memorial at Ground Zero, fought to en-
sure federal authorities would thoroughly
probe the cause of the twin towers’ collapse,
and spoke eloquently again and again about
her husband, Sean Rooney, and the many
others who died that day.

As a member of the Family Steering Com-
mittee, a group of relatives of victims of 9/11,
Eckert helped to spearhead the public fight for
a 9/11 Commission to investigate the attacks.

Throughout the years, Beverly remained ac-
tive in the fight against terrorism. This winter
she met with President Obama at the White
House along with other relatives of those killed
on 9/11 and in the bombing of the USS Cole
to discuss how the new administration would
handle terror suspects.

Beverly’s activism should remind all of us
what the actions of one person can do. While
she did not work alone, we all have her to
thank for making us safer today. Her patriot-
ism should be admired and her citizenship
should serve as a model for us all.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 201.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

————

RECOGNIZING THE HOMELAND SE-
CURITY DEPARTMENT ON ITS
SIXTH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 195) recognizing and
honoring the employees of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security on its sixth
anniversary for their continuous ef-
forts to keep the Nation safe.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 195

Whereas the Department of Homeland Se-
curity was created as a result of the terrorist
attacks of September 11, 2001, to consolidate
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our Nation’s efforts to prevent, prepare for,
protect against, respond to, and mitigate
against threats to the homeland, including
acts of terrorism, natural disasters, and
other emergencies;

Whereas the Department of Homeland Se-
curity marks its sixth year of full-scale oper-
ations on March 1, 2009;

Whereas more than 223,000 employees of
the Department of Homeland Security work
diligently to deter, detect, and prevent acts
of terrorism and stand ready to respond to a
terrorist attack, natural disaster, or other
emergency;

Whereas the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security are dedicated individ-
uals who rarely receive the recognition they
deserve;

Whereas the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security work tirelessly to pro-
tect our Nation, frequently working long
hours and sacrificing time with their loved
ones;

Whereas the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security support the Depart-
ment’s mission to secure the borders, protect
critical infrastructure, share information,
facilitate safe and lawful travel and trade,
and work with States and localities to en-
hance preparedness;

Whereas the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security deserve the best in
training and resources to accomplish their
vital mission;

Whereas the United States has not been at-
tacked since September 11, 2001, and this is
due in large part to the dedicated service of
the employees of the Department of Home-
land Security; and

Whereas the Nation owes a debt of grati-
tude to the employees of the Department of
Homeland Security for their continued and
steadfast efforts to secure the homeland:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes and honors the employees of
the Department of Homeland Security on its
sixth anniversary for their continuous ef-
forts to keep the Nation safe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. CARNEY) and the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on the resolu-
tion under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
House Resolution 195, a measure to
honor the employees of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and to
mark the sixth anniversary of the De-
partment’s creation.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity was tasked with the Herculean re-
sponsibility of coordinating with State,
local, and tribal entities to prevent fu-
ture terrorist attacks, secure our bor-
ders, and to prepare for and respond to
events of national significance. Com-
prised of 22 different Federal agencies
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and employing over 223,000 of our finest
Federal employees, DHS quickly be-
came one of the largest Federal depart-
ments.

Twenty-four hours a day, 7 days a
week, 365 days a year, employees of the
Department of Homeland Security are
working to prevent and prepare for any
threat to our country. At this very mo-
ment they are patrolling our skies, se-
curing our borders, sailing our coastal
waters, and screening people and cargo
entering our country. They are also
collaborating, cooperating, and coordi-
nating with State, local, and tribal
governments and first responders in all
50 States and our territories to ensure
we can respond to any future large-
scale events either man-made or nat-
ural. These dedicated Homeland Secu-
rity employees are working tirelessly
to improve the safety for all Americans
and are doing a commendable job.

Department of Homeland Security
employees stand willing, ready, and
able to respond should catastrophe
strike. They work long hours to deter,
detect, and prevent acts of terrorism
against the homeland. They can be
sure that Congress will continue to
conduct vigorous oversight of manage-
ment at DHS, but I cannot stress how
much we truly appreciate the work of
the dedicated DHS employees working
to protect the safety of all Americans.

My thanks to Congressman BILIRAKIS
for introducing the resolution and to
the Speaker for the time on the floor
today. I encourage my colleagues to
support House Resolution 195 as we
honor the employees of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the men and women of the Department
of Homeland Security who work dili-
gently to secure our Nation.

I'm proud to introduce this resolu-
tion with Congressman CHRIS CARNEY,
chairman of the Subcommittee on
Management, Investigations, and Over-
sight, on which I serve as ranking
member.

Chairman CARNEY, I look forward to
working with you this Congress, and I
think our subcommittee is getting off
to a great start by having this resolu-
tion on the floor today.

I also want to thank Chairman
THOMPSON, Ranking Member KING, and
the other members of the Committee
on Homeland Security who joined as
cosponsors of my resolution.

My district is home to many of the
department’s employees, including
Transportation Security officers, Cus-
toms and Border Protection officers,
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
agents, and Coast Guardsmen. I thank
them for the work they do day in and
day out to ensure that Florida, and our
Nation, is secure.

These employees often do not receive
the recognition they deserve. The fact
that our Nation has not been attacked
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since September 11, 2001, is due to their
tireless efforts. They work long hours,
often sacrificing time with their loved
ones, to get the job done.

In 2006 the Department of Homeland
Security ranked nearly last in the Of-
fice of Personnel Management’s Fed-
eral Human Capital Survey, showing
overwhelming employee dissatisfaction
and low morale. Since that time the
department, under former Secretary
Chertoff’s leadership, has worked to ad-
dress these issues, and I'm pleased to
report their efforts are paying off.

The Office of Personnel Management
recently released the results of the 2008
Federal Human Capital Survey, and
the department showed improvement
in nearly every category of the survey,
ranking in the top five of most im-
provement among Federal agencies.
The largest increase came in the job
satisfaction indices, evidencing a
much-needed increase in employee mo-
rale.

This is great news, but more work
needs to be done, Mr. Speaker. The de-
partment will now use the results of
this survey to further improve working
conditions at the department and with-
in its components. As the ranking
member of the Subcommittee on Man-
agement, Investigations, and Over-
sight, I look forward to working with
the department and Chairman CARNEY
to address the concerns of the employ-
ees, improve morale, and foster a ‘‘one
DHS”’ culture, so very important. The
department’s employees deserve noth-
ing less, in my opinion.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
join me in honoring the hardworking
men and women of the Department of
Homeland Security by supporting this
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As you have heard, Mr. BILIRAKIS and
I discussed the Department of Home-
land Security and the importance of
the employees and the incredible tal-
ents that they represent in protecting
us 24/7/365. It’s actually the most im-
portant job we have in this country
right now. They are Kkeeping the bor-
ders safe. They are making sure we are
not attacked, and they have prevented
the attacks since 9/11. That in com-
bination with our support will make
them the finest domestic force that we
have.

I encourage every Member of this
body to vote for H. Res. 195.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in support of House Resolution
195.

As Chairman of the Committee on Home-
land Security, it is an honor for me to join Mr.
BILIRAKIS in recognizing the employees of the
Department of Homeland Security on the sixth
anniversary of the Department’s inception.

Since its creation, the Department’s mission
has continued to grow and evolve. While the
initial impetus for the Department’s creation
was the horrific terrorist attacks of September
11th, the Department has since grown into an
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agency that is charged with not only protecting
us from terrorism, but also protecting us from
dangerous goods, emerging threats, and co-
ordinating response to catastrophic incidents.

Despite a host of challenges and repeated
internal reorganization, the Department’'s em-
ployees have worked tirelessly to ensure con-
tinued security for all Americans. Their dedica-
tion in the face of frequent internal adversity is
to be commended.

The Department’s employee workforce rep-
resents hundreds of occupations, from sci-
entists to emergency managers to border pa-
trol agents to economists. And, although the
make-up of the Department is diverse and em-
ployee responsibilities are plentiful, all of its
employees are united in carrying out the De-
partment’'s mission to protect the American
people, reduce the risk of terrorist attacks, and
enhance the Nation’s preparedness and re-
sponse capabilities.

| pledge to them, that | will continue to work
to ensure that employees have the necessary
resources and training to do their jobs. These
dedicated individuals should also be afforded
with full protections and rights that are given
to other employees in the federal government.

As the Chairman of the Homeland Security
Committee, | have repeatedly challenged the
Department’s senior leaders to make the De-
partment a top-notch agency. | believe that the
Department’s workforce cannot be taken for
granted.

With the change in leadership at DHS, there
is a real opportunity to improve morale by in-
vesting in the men and women that help keep
the nation secure. | look forward to working
with Secretary Napolitano and the rest of the
Department’s leadership to make sure that
they get the training, resources, and support
that they need.

| urge my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion and thank the men and women who make
up the Department of Homeland Security for
their constant vigilance and commitment.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| want to thank you for an opportunity to speak
on an important anniversary. As we honor the
Department of Homeland Security we also
take the time to salute the nearly 223,000 em-
ployees who make up the agencies staff. | re-
cently had the pleasure of meeting the new
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, Janet Napolitano and made sure to
mention how proud | am of her staff.

Congress created the Homeland Security
Department as a result of the tragic events of
September 11, consolidating the nation’s ef-
forts to prevent, prepare for, protect against,
respond to, and mitigate threats to the home-
land. On March 1, 2003, the Homeland Secu-
rity Department united 22 agencies, and 2009
marks its sixth year of full-scale operations.

As a member of the House Committee on
Homeland Security and the Chair of the Sub-
committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture | am well aware of the sacrifice and dili-
gence of the more than 223,000 Homeland
Security employees who work in the depart-
ment. This resolution recognizes and honors
the employees of the Homeland Security De-
partment on its sixth anniversary for their con-
tinuous efforts to keep the nation safe.

Our nation has remained safe since the ter-
rorist attacks thanks to the hard work, fas-
tidious attention to detail and dedication of the
many employees of this Department.

The day-to-day tedium that the profes-
sionals at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity only serve to underscore how vital they
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are as a protective force. Mr. Speaker, they
truly are on the frontlines, at our nation’s busi-
est ports. They are the people who make sure
that our children can walk home from that little
red schoolhouse; they are the people who
allow us to exercise our constitutional right to
travel freely and associate with whom we like;
they are the people who allow us to proclaim
loudly that “I have the right to free speech,” to
essentially be American.

| would also be remiss if | did not take note
of some of the tasks that the department faces
this year onward. The Department of Home-
land Security is an integral part of the plan to
increase usage of safer and more efficient
mass transit. We must utilize our federal dol-
lars to improve our rail and over-the-road bus
systems. We must work to ensure safe pack-
age by training workers to be the best they
can and to continue to take pride in their work.
These improvements must be modernized to
be the best security and safety systems.

The Transportation Worker Identification
Credential or TWIC program must be updated
to allow for seamless processing for our work-
ers most of whom depend on their jobs to
feed their families. Border and Maritime secu-
rity is the absolute beginning of what it means
to be a safe country.

Transportation Security Administration or
TSA workers must continue to be better
trained because they are on the frontlines of
our nation’s airport security. These workers
must also be afforded the opportunity to have
collective bargaining rights if they chose and
the ability to report fraud, corruption and
wrongdoing. That is the essence of the whis-
tleblower protections which we just voted to in-
clude in H.R. 1 that | fought for and will con-
tinue to press, and yes, even in a Democratic
administration. Mr. Speaker, these are just a
few of the laundry list of items that Secretary
Napolitano and her staff will tackle in the com-
ing months and years. | am confident though
that they are up to the task of making the De-
partment of Homeland Security an even better
federal agency.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise to de-
clare my support for the employees of the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS) and to
thank them for their important service to our
country. | recognize that their tireless work
and dedication often keep them from their
families and loved ones. Accordingly | wish to
thank them for the sacrifices they make in
their service to our nation.

However, | believe it is important to point
out that more must be done to support all of
the employees at DHS. In 2003 the former ad-
ministration terminated the collective bar-
gaining rights of TSA screeners just as TSA
workers were ready to vote on joining the
union of the American Federation of Govern-
ment Employees (AFGE). Transportation se-
curity workers deserve collective bargaining
rights. It is an insult to these dedicated men
and women within DHS, including FEMA and
Border Patrol, that their rights to organize
have been denied. Transportation Security Of-
ficers deserve the same collective bargaining
rights enjoyed by other employees of the Fed-
eral workforce.

| unequivocally appreciate the dedicated
service of DHS employees. Their hard work
and commitment to public service is out-
standing and valuable.

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CARNEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 195.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF MULTIPLE SCLE-
ROSIS AWARENESS WEEK

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 14)
supporting the goals and ideals of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness WeeKk.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 14

Whereas multiple sclerosis can impact men
and women of all ages, races, and ethnicities;

Whereas more than 400,000 Americans live
with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas approximately 2,500,000 people
worldwide have been diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas every hour of every day, someone
is newly diagnosed with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas it is estimated that between 8,000
and 10,000 children and adolescents are living
with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas the exact cause of multiple scle-
rosis is still unknown;

Whereas the symptoms of multiple scle-
rosis are unpredictable and vary from person
to person;

Whereas there is no diagnostic laboratory
test available for multiple sclerosis;

Whereas multiple sclerosis is not genetic,
contagious, or directly inherited, but studies
show there are genetic factors that indicate
certain individuals are susceptible to the dis-
ease;

Whereas multiple sclerosis symptoms
occur when an immune system attack affects
the myelin in nerve fibers of the central
nervous system, damaging or destroying it
and replacing it with scar tissue, thereby
interfering with or preventing the trans-
mission of nerve signals;

Whereas in rare cases multiple sclerosis is
s0 progressive it is fatal;

Whereas there is no known cure for mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition,
an affiliation of multiple sclerosis organiza-
tions dedicated to the enhancement of the
quality of life for all those affected by mul-
tiple sclerosis, recognizes, and celebrates
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition’s
mission is to increase opportunities for co-
operation and provide greater opportunity to
leverage the effective use of resources for the
benefit of the multiple sclerosis community;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition
recognizes and celebrates Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week during 1 week in March
every calendar year;
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Whereas the goals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week are to invite people to join
the movement to end multiple sclerosis, en-
courage everyone to do something to dem-
onstrate their commitment to moving to-
ward a world free of multiple sclerosis, and
to acknowledge those who have dedicated
their time and talent to help promote mul-
tiple sclerosis research and programs; and

Whereas this year Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week is recognized during the
week of March 2, 2009 through March 8, 2009:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(2) encourages the President to issue a
proclamation in support of the goals and
ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(3) encourages States, territories, posses-
sions of the United States, and localities to
support the goals and ideals of Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week by issuing proclama-
tions designating Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week;

(4) encourages media organizations to par-
ticipate in Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week and help educate the public about mul-
tiple sclerosis;

(5) commends the efforts of the States, ter-
ritories, and possessions of the United States
who support the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(6) recognizes and reaffirms our Nation’s
commitment to combating multiple sclerosis
by promoting awareness about its causes and
risks and by promoting new education pro-
grams, supporting research, and expanding
access to medical treatment; and

(7) recognizes all people in the United
States living with multiple sclerosis, ex-
presses gratitude to their family members
and friends who are a source of love and en-
couragement to them, and salutes the health
care professionals and medical researchers
who provide assistance to those so afflicted
and continue to work to find cures and im-
prove treatments.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. CAPPS) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE).

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
first let me thank my colleague the
gentlewoman from California, Mrs.
CAPPS, for yielding me the time. As a
former nurse, Congresswoman CAPPS
understands very, very well what peo-
ple with multiple sclerosis must go
through. I appreciate her work in man-
aging this resolution. I thank her for
her advocacy on behalf of people with
MS and for working to ensure that ev-
eryone has access to quality, affordable
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health care in America. Thank you,
Congresswoman CAPPS.

I also want to thank my colleagues
Congressman RUSS CARNAHAN and Con-
gressman MICHAEL BURGESS, the co-
chairs of the Multiple Sclerosis Caucus
in the House, for working with me on
this resolution and for keeping the
Congress focused on MS issues. This is
really a bipartisan issue, and I appre-
ciate both of my colleagues for work-
ing together to make sure that it stays
that way.

I also have to thank the over 110 co-
sponsors who joined with us to cham-
pion MS Awareness Week and who
made the consideration of this resolu-
tion today possible on the suspension
calendar. In particular I want to thank
Chairman HENRY WAXMAN and Ranking
Member JOE BARTON and their staffs
for agreeing to bring this resolution
straight to the floor, and, of course, to
Christos Tsentas on my staff, who un-
derstands this issue very well and has
shepherded us through this process.

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I
didn’t mention the work also of the
Multiple Sclerosis Coalition and in par-
ticular the National MS Society and
its staff, especially Shawn O’Neail, for
leading the charge to create MS Aware-
ness Week and for helping us with this
resolution. And, of course, I have to
thank all of those who are living and
suffering with multiple sclerosis and
all of the friends and family and loved
ones who care for them and take care
of them when they are in need. This
resolution is about commending you as
well. And let me just say I have to
thank my dear sister Mildred for teach-
ing me what it is like to live with mul-
tiple sclerosis.

Mr. Speaker, Congresswoman CAPPS,
I called my sister and I talked to her
before I was going to share her story to
make sure that she didn’t have a prob-
lem with any privacy issues, and she
said to me, ‘‘Barbara, if there is any-
thing you can do to raise awareness
about the condition that not only my-
self has, but many, many, many Ameri-
cans, then just do it and share what I
have to tell you.” So this is her story,
coming from my sister Mildred.

She said to me, “You know, it is so
frustrating to go to a doctor and for me
to ask a doctor a question about the
symptoms of my disease and the doctor
says ‘I just don’t know.”” She said at
first she thought the doctors were just
putting her off, but come to find out
the doctors just don’t know.

So this bill is for all of the times that
she told me she gets up in the morning,
and this is very typical of MS patients,
she gets up in the morning and wonders
whether she will be able to walk that
day. Let me just say for all of the
times that she is in remission, dreading
the next flare-up, she said to me that
every day she wonders what is going to
trigger the return of her symptoms.

Mr. Speaker, she also said to me that
it is very important that we raise
awareness about MS and that we do
more outreach and more public edu-
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cation, more research, and really pro-
vide for more care for MS patients and
more supportive services. My sister, 1
believe she was diagnosed when she was
about 26 or 27. She didn’t tell me I
could tell her age, so I won’t do that,
but she is a year younger than I am
and 2 years ago I celebrated the 21st
anniversary of my 39th birthday. So
you can figure that out.

She has been living a productive and
fruitful life. She has learned about the
treatments and medications. Fortu-
nately, she has had access to some of
the best, and she wants everybody to
have access to the types of treatment
she has had. But she also recognizes
there may or may not be a cure during
her lifetime, and that this Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week, which we
designated for March 2 to March 8, is
really the beginning of this effort. So,
for that she is deeply grateful, like I
know all MS patients are throughout
the country.

Some people may not know what
multiple sclerosis is. Let me just ex-
plain a little bit about it, because this
resolution is about raising awareness.

MS is a chronic, unpredictable dis-
ease of the central nervous system. It
is thought to be an autoimmune dis-
order where the immune system incor-
rectly attacks healthy nerve fibers of
the central nervous system, interfering
with transmission of nerve signals
throughout the body. People with MS
can experience a range of symptoms
that can either have permanent or
intermittent damage, depending on the
type of MS that they have. These
symptoms can include blurred vision,
loss of balance, poor coordination,
slurred speech, tremors, numbness, ex-
treme fatigue, problems with memory
and concentration, paralysis, blindness
and more.

Most people are diagnosed with MS
between the ages of 20 to 50, just as my
sister was, though there is no actual
diagnostic laboratory test for multiple
sclerosis. I remember my sister was di-
agnosed by the process of elimination,
given all the tests that were available
then. Given the range of symptoms
that occur, it is also quite common for
someone to be misdiagnosed, and typi-
cally it takes about 10 years to receive
a correct diagnosis.

There are over 400,000 people, 400,000
people, throughout the United States
suffering from MS, and worldwide over
2.5 million cases have been diagnosed.
But the real numbers of people living
with MS are almost certainly higher.

Although MS is largely characterized
as a disease that affects Caucasian pop-
ulations, it does occur among African
Americans and other minority groups
and can be quite severe. As my sister
said, it is a disease that really does
need to come out of the closet for peo-
ple of color. Because people of color
tend to access the health care system
less frequently, they may not get diag-
nosed at the rates they should.

Let me just say, our First Lady,
Michelle Obama, her dad, Mr. Frasier
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Robinson, had multiple sclerosis, so
our First Family clearly understands
the need for this awareness and for out-
reach efforts and for more resources
put forth toward really finding the
cause and cure of MS.

The causes of MS are unknown,
though there are an unusually high
number of MS cases among Gulf War
veterans. There is no cure for the dis-
ease.

So the resolution that we are consid-
ering today will support the work of
the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition in
raising awareness about MS by urging
States, localities and the media to par-
ticipate in MS Awareness Week. Also
we are pleased that the defense appro-
priations bill included $5 million to
fund research into multiple sclerosis
among our veterans, so I look forward
to working with Chairman OBEY and
Chairman MURTHA to ensure that these
funds are well used.

Again, let me thank all of my col-
leagues for their support. It is very
timely and urgent that we consider
this. On behalf of my sister Mildred,
who lives in Las Vegas, Nevada, and all
of those individuals throughout the
country with MS, let me just thank
you so much for your leadership and
for this resolution.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 14, sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week. I certainly
want to commend my colleague from
California, Representative BARBARA
LEE, for introducing this very impor-
tant and very timely resolution.

As many of you are now aware, this
week is Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week, and I would encourage everyone
listening today and all Americans to
take some time and reflect on this dis-
ease and its impact on our families, our
friends and our society.

Representative LEE talked about her
sister and what the family has gone
through, and I think as a physician, al-
though I am not a neurologist, I think
she explained it, Mr. Speaker, perfectly
in regard to her description of the dis-
ease of multiple sclerosis. I know to
her disappointment it really hasn’t
changed much over the 10 or 15 years
since her sister came down with the
disease. It is still a diagnosis of exclu-
sion. It is hard. There is no marker,
there is no blood marker, and it is very
difficult. So the points that BARBARA
LEE brought out are absolutely accu-
rate and very informative.

Mr. Speaker, I have had no one in my
family that suffered from multiple
sclerosis. I have had some very close
friends who suffer from it and are doing
well. But as Representative LEE point-
ed out, it comes and goes. They have
good days and bad days. One man, a
great friend, is in a wheelchair and has
been for many years, but he has had
children and grandchildren. Another
lady is a very good friend as well and
she has had children.



H2940

But, again, this is a disease that can
end up ultimately as bad as something
like Lou Gehrig’s disease, amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis. It doesn’t often
progress to that extreme degree, but I
indeed had a first cousin about my age
who died from Lou Gehrig’s disease, so
I am very much aware of this condition
and very supportive of this resolution
regarding multiple sclerosis.

MS and other chronic diseases like it,
they change lives, and it presents sig-
nificant challenges for those who suf-
fer, for them and for their families, as
BARBARA LEE mentioned.

Mr. Speaker, MS is a chronic disease
that attacks the central nervous sys-
tem. Hssentially MS heavily impairs
and prevents nerve cells in the brain
and in the spinal cord from commu-
nicating with each other. They just
can’t make that connection. So those
symptoms that she described, from
numbness in the limbs, loss of vision,
and, yes, even eventually paralysis in
some cases, are very unpredictable,
and, of course, it can vary from person
to person.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately for the
400,000 Americans living with MS, the
cause of the disease, as I mentioned at
the beginning of my remarks, remains
unknown. But I want to recognize and
applaud the work currently underway
at NIH, the National Institutes of
Health, and other medical research in-
stitutions across the country to im-
prove the lives of people with multiple
sclerosis. There is little doubt that our
collective resolve to find a cure re-
mains undeterred, as demonstrated by
this great resolution.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the co-
Chair of the Multiple Sclerosis Caucus,
our colleague, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CARNAHAN).

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia for her leadership and work on
this. I am very proud and honored to be
co-Chair of the Congressional MS Cau-
cus with my colleague Dr. MICHAEL
BURGESS. This is truly a bipartisan ef-
fort and one that just had tremendous
resources and support from around the
country to help raise this awareness. I
encourage everyone to show their com-
mitment and support of Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week and the MS
movement with really simple actions
throughout this week, MS Awareness
Week, March 2 through 8.

MS Awareness Week was created by
the MS Coalition to raise national
awareness about the disease and to rec-
ognize those who have dedicated their
time and talent to promoting MS re-
search and programs.

In order to raise awareness, I am
very pleased that Representative BAR-
BARA LEE has taken the lead to intro-
duce H. Con. Res. 14, recognizing and
supporting the goals and ideals of MS
Awareness Week, encouraging the
President, State and local governments
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to issue proclamations designating MS
Awareness Week, and encouraging the
media to help educate the public about
MS. Today, I ask for all of my col-
leagues’ support.

I want to give a special thanks to the
MS Society back in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, my home, that has been so ac-
tive and been so helpful to me in this
effort, and also want to remember my
first cousin, Betty Carnahan, who we
lost years ago and who first helped me
learn about this disease.

Because of small gestures by every-
day people, my colleagues in this body,
and cutting edge research by our Na-
tion’s finest, each day people living
with MS have a better and a brighter
future to look forward to.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve my time.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I wish to speak on H. Con. Res. 14 by
rising in support of it, as I do, in rec-
ognition and support of the goals and
ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week, and I do so on behalf of the Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society of the Central
Coast of California, which does such
great work in raising awareness of the
issue and raising funds to support their
work and the work of the Society
across the country, and also in pro-
viding vital services to those afflicted
with multiple sclerosis who are my
constituents.

This week of awareness and recogni-
tion takes place from March 2nd to
March 8th, and it is an honor to speak
on behalf of this awareness, com-
mending as I do my colleague from
California, Ms. BARBARA LEE, whom we
heard, who introduced this resolution
along with the cochairs of the Multiple
Sclerosis Caucus, Mr. CARNAHAN and
Mr. BURGESS.
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Many of us have very special people
in our lives who live every day with
MS. I know I do, and I'm thinking
right now particularly of one young
friend.

Multiple sclerosis, as we have been
discussing, is a chronic and unpredict-
able disease of the central nervous sys-
tem. Four hundred thousand people
throughout the United States and 2%
million around the world are suffering
today from multiple sclerosis. It’s
thought to be an autoimmune disorder
where the immune system incorrectly
attacks healthy nerve fibers of the cen-
tral nervous system, interfering with
transmission of nerve signals through-
out the body.

People with MS, as we know, experi-
ence a range of symptoms that can be
either permanent or intermittent, de-
pending on the type of disease that
they have. These symptoms can in-
clude blurred vision, loss of balance,
poor coordination, slurred speech,
tremors, numbness, extreme fatigue,
problems with memory and concentra-
tion, paralysis, blindness and more.
And as we have heard from Barbara
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Lee’s sister’s story, it’s very hard to di-
agnose, and often takes years to do
that. And it afflicts people, often
women, between the ages of 20 to 50.

There is no actual diagnostic labora-
tory test for multiple sclerosis, and so
many questions about it. It’s quite
commonly misdiagnosed.

Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week
was created by the Multiple Sclerosis
Coalition, a group of affiliated organi-
zations, to help raise awareness and to
leverage additional resources to fight
this disease.

The resolution we are considering
today will support the work of this co-
alition by urging States, localities and
the media to participate in MS Aware-
ness Week, and by encouraging people,
including Members of Congress, to edu-
cate themselves about the disease.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mrs. CAPPS. I yield back the balance
of my time, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 14.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——————

NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE
MONTH

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 45)
raising awareness and promoting edu-
cation on the criminal justice system
by establishing March as ‘‘National
Criminal Justice Month”.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 45

Whereas there are approximately three
million Americans employed within the jus-
tice system;

Whereas approximately seven million
adults are on probation, parole, or are incar-
cerated;

Whereas millions of Americans have been
victims of crime and, consequently, lost in-
come, incurred medical expenses, and suf-
fered emotionally;

Whereas the cost of crime to individuals,
communities, businesses, and the various
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levels of government exceeds the billions of
dollars spent each year in administering the
criminal justice system;

Whereas, in 2006, fifty percent of Ameri-
cans admitted they fear that their home
would be burglarized when they are not
home; thirty-four percent of American
women feared that they would be sexually
assaulted; and forty-four percent of Ameri-
cans feared they would be a victim of a ter-
rorist attack;

Whereas approximately thirty-five percent
of Americans have very little or no con-
fidence in the criminal justice system and
the negative effects of crime in regard to
confidence in governmental agencies and
overall social stability are immeasurable;

Whereas crime rates have dropped since
the early 1990s, but most Americans believe
that the rate of crime is increasing;

Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ments increased their spending for police
protection, corrections, judicial, and legal
activities in fiscal year 2005 by 5.5 percent or
$204 billion; and

Whereas there is a need to educate Ameri-
cans and to promote awareness within Amer-
ican society as to the causes and con-
sequences of crime, as well as the strategies
and developments for preventing and re-
sponding to crime: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that—

(A) National Criminal Justice Month pro-
vides an opportunity to educate Americans
on the criminal justice system; and

(B) Americans should be aware of the
causes and consequences of crime, how to
prevent crime, and how to respond to crime;
and

(2) the House of Representatives urges pol-
icymakers, criminal justice officials, edu-
cators, victim service providers, nonprofits,
community leaders, and others to promote
awareness of how to prevent and respond to
crime through National Criminal Justice
Month.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ZOE LOFGREN) and the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend Congressman TED PoOE of Texas
for introducing this legislation.

Establishing March 2009 as National
Criminal Justice Month will help in-
crease awareness of the harmful effects
of crime, not only on the immediate
victims, but on our society as a whole.
It will also help bring public focus on
the need to make our criminal justice
system as effective as possible, not
only in responding to crime, but in
helping to reduce its incidence.

Millions of Americans have been vic-
timized by crime. Millions more are on
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parole, on probation, or incarcerated.
And our Nation spends billions of dol-
lars each year on efforts to address
crime. And yet too many Americans
say they have little confidence in the
criminal justice system.

There are a number of steps we can
take to address this lack of confidence.
For one, we could invest more re-
sources in education. Educated Ameri-
cans not only have more opportunities,
they also have a greater appreciation
of the effects they have on the world
around them, and they certainly have a
much dramatically lower incidence of
criminal behavior.

By failing to invest in education, we
have allowed a cradle-to-prison pipe-
line to develop. What we should be
building is a cradle-to-college pipeline
instead. And we see the unfortunate re-
sults on any given day, over 2% million
incarcerated in our prisons, almost all
of them poor, almost two-thirds of
them African American or Latino.

There’s another thing we need to do,
and that’s to focus beyond the step of
incarceration and to think about reha-
bilitation, keeping first-time offenders
from becoming repeat offenders. That
requires investing meaningfully in vo-
cational training, education, coun-
seling and other skills development
that prisoners need in order to re-enter
society and become productive citi-
Zens.

Congress took an important step in
that direction last year when it passed
the Second Chance Act. Now we need
to follow through with adequate fund-
ing to make its promises take hold.

Third, I think it’s time we acknowl-
edge the failure of the so-called War on
Drugs as our government has fought it
over the last few decades. Increasingly
stiffer and stiffer sentences for non-
violent drug offenses hasn’t worked,
not to significantly reduce illegal drug
use or the criminal enterprise that has
grown up to feed it. It’s worked only to
swell the prison population.

It’s time that we brought more of the
focus on intervention, treatment and
yes, fact-based education to come to
grips with the drug problem. The Drug
Courts program has been more success-
ful in curtailing recidivism because of
its focus on treatment. Studies show
that those sent to Drug Court have a 1-
year recidivism rate, only one-sixth as
high as those sent to prison for a simi-
lar offense.

I believe making this month National
Criminal Justice Month can help the
many in our communities who are
dedicating themselves to reducing
crime bring greater awareness to their
efforts.

I encourage my colleagues to support
H. Res. 45 as well.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion, House Resolution 45. The goal of
this resolution is to raise awareness
and promote education of our criminal
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justice system by establishing March
2009 as National Criminal Justice
Month.

It’s important to educate Americans
about our criminal justice system and
encourage discussion on how to prevent
and respond to criminal conduct.
That’s why this legislation has been in-
troduced.

As a former prosecutor and judge,
I've been involved in the criminal jus-
tice system for a long time, 8 years as
a prosecutor and 22 years as a criminal
court judge in Houston, Texas. And
this resolution will encourage commu-
nities to discuss the causes, con-
sequences and long-term effects of
criminal conduct in our country.

It is important for us to talk about
why guilty defendants should receive
appropriate punishment for their acts,
but we should also do everything in our
power to make sure victims receive the
assistance that they need. After all,
long after the crime is committed, a
victim still has to face devastating
consequences. Sometimes victims are
sentenced to a life of misery because of
the crime that was committed against
them.

We have the responsibility to protect
the lives of the innocent, and to advo-
cate on behalf of crime victims. That is
why I've established the bipartisan
Victims’ Rights Caucus, along with my
friend, JIM COSTA from California. The
mission of the Caucus is to ensure that
victims and law enforcement have a
voice in Congress.

Every year, millions of Americans
become victims of crime. Those crimes
range from robbery to homicide. Unfor-
tunately, these people don’t choose to
become victims of crime, but they are
picked by someone else in our commu-
nity as prey. And suddenly they are
thrust into the criminal justice system
without having a say.

Victims of crime have no high-dollar
lobbyist in Washington, D.C. They look
to Members of Congress to advocate on
their behalf. And the purpose of the
system is to provide justice for victims
and defendants, because the same Con-
stitution that protects defendants of
crime protects crime victims as well.
People who commit crimes against the
rule of law, which is our society’s rule
of law, should be held accountable for
their actions.

In addition, by establishing March
2009 as National Criminal Justice
Month, this resolution will also recog-
nize and applaud the efforts of law en-
forcement officials, judges, court staff,
and the many probation officers
throughout the country who work with
offenders to help them reintegrate into
our community.

Throughout my years of service, I've
been impressed with the profes-
sionalism and dedication of the public
servants who work in the criminal jus-
tice system. These brave and dedicated
Americans work every day to make our
communities a better and safer com-
munity, and they work with defendants
to help them turn their lives around.
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I urge all my colleagues to support
this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. I
have no additional speakers, so I would
continue to reserve if the gentleman
has speakers.

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, according to the Bureau
of Justice statistics, 35 percent of
Americans have little or no confidence
in our criminal justice system. It is un-
fortunate that one-third of the people
in this country feel that way. And we
shouldn’t be surprised because that’s
all that they hear when they turn on
their local news at night is crime and
violence. It’s mostly bad news about
crimes being committed in their com-
munities and across the Nation.

But the reality is that crime rates
have dropped dramatically since the
1990s. However, because of what people
hear and see on the news, most Ameri-
cans believe the crime rate is actually
increasing. It is important to recognize
the gains we have made in combating
crime across the country, and Ameri-
cans should have more confidence in
this criminal justice system.

Mr. Speaker, I've traveled to mul-
tiple countries and observed the way
their criminal justice system operates.
I've been in China, and back in the
1980s I was in the former Soviet Union.
I would say that neither one of those
countries has a justice system. They
just have a system. And our criminal
justice system is the best in the world.
Not only is it unmatched in its ability
to determine the guilt of an individual,
but also in the way it assures the
rights of defendants and victims in a
court of law.

This resolution will encourage people
across America to talk about the ways
to prevent and respond to criminal con-
duct. And in doing that, it will help re-
store people’s faith in the best justice
system in the world, and that’s the one
that we have in this country because,
Mr. Speaker, justice is what we do in
this country.

And that’s just the way it is.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I once again commend the
gentleman for introducing this legisla-
tion. I urge its passage. I share his en-
thusiasm for our system of justice,
that preserves the rights of the defend-
ant but also elevates the needs of the
victims for justice.

We honor those who work in our sys-
tem, be they judges, prosecutors, de-
fense counsel, police officers, and I
would say, yes, also drug treatment
people who are trying to prevent crime
from recurring. So this month cele-
brates those in our community who
serve in the criminal justice system.
They deserve our thanks.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend
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the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 45.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

EXTENDING CERTAIN
IMMIGRATION PROGRAMS

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1127) to extend
certain immigration programs.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1127

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SPECIAL IMMIGRANT NONMINISTER
RELIGIOUS WORKER PROGRAM.

Subclauses (II) and ((III) of section
101(a)(27)(C)(ii) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(C)(ii)) are
amended by striking ‘‘March 6, 2009, each
place such term appears and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2009,”.

SEC. 2. WAIVER OF FOREIGN COUNTRY RESI-
DENCE REQUIREMENT WITH RE-
SPECT TO INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL
GRADUATES.

Section 220(c) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Technical Corrections Act of 1994 (8
U.S.C. 1182 note) is amended by striking
‘““March 6, 2009’ and inserting ‘‘September 30,
2009,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ZOE LOFGREN) and the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

0 1400

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1127 extends two
immigration programs, one for reli-
gious workers and one for doctors who
serve in medically underserved areas,
through the end of this fiscal year. If
we do not extend these programs, they
will sunset on March 6, 2009, just 3 days
from today. These programs are too
important to let expire.

The Special Immigrant Non-Minister
Religious Worker Program allows reli-
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gious workers to enter the United
States to do important work. The 5,000
religious workers eligible for these
visas each year are called to a vocation
or are in traditional religious occupa-
tions with bona fide nonprofit religious
organizations. They are missionaries,
counselors, instructors, and pastoral
care providers. Considering the current
economic crisis we are experiencing
and the degree to which Americans are
turning to religious organizations for
help, these religious workers are need-
ed now more than ever.

The other program is the so-called
Conrad ‘‘J Waiver,” a critically impor-
tant immigration program that helps
medically underserved communities at-
tract highly skilled physicians. This
program is crucial to the States as it
helps them attract doctors who have
received their medical training in the
United States to work in areas that
desperately need doctors.

Its importance was demonstrated
again a year and a half ago when a tor-
nado utterly destroyed the town of
Greensburg, Kansas. Without this pro-
gram, that town would not have had
any doctors. They were of tremendous
help in keeping casualties to a min-
imum. We need to keep this program
going so that States can attract med-
ical talent and can keep the doors of
small town clinics open.

Both of these programs have strong
bipartisan support, and this bill would
extend the programs through the end
of the fiscal year when the issue can be
revisited, hopefully, in a much broader
context.

I commend committee Ranking
Member LAMAR SMITH for his work in
making this a bipartisan measure. I
urge my colleagues to support this im-
portant legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate
the gentlelady from California for in-
troducing this very important legisla-
tion, this commonsense legislation, to
help the medical community but, more
importantly, to help those who are
medically ill throughout the United
States and the rest of the world. So I
support H.R. 1127, which reauthorizes
two deserving programs through the
end of this fiscal year.

Foreign citizens who participate in
medical residencies in the TUnited
States on what is called the ‘‘J”’ visa
exchange program must generally
leave the United States at the conclu-
sion of their residencies and reside
abroad for 2 years before they can be
allowed to return to this country. The
intent is to encourage American-
trained foreign doctors to go home to
improve health conditions and advance
the medical profession in their native
countries.

In 1994, Congress created a waiver of
this 2-year foreign residence require-
ment, and this waiver was available, if
requested, by the State departments of
public health for foreign doctors who
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are committed to practicing medicine
for 3 years in areas having a shortage
of health care professionals. This pro-
gram has been very successful, and
Congress has extended the waiver on
multiple occasions.

This waiver’s current authorization
expires this Friday. The gentlelady
from California, with this legislation,
reauthorizes the waiver until Sep-
tember 30, 2009, the end of the fiscal
year.

This bill also extends the authoriza-
tion for certain religious worker immi-
grant visas. The Immigration and Na-
tionality Act makes available green
cards each year to special immigrant
religious workers. This program allows
religious denominations in the United
States to bring in needed religious
workers—both ministers and those
working in religious occupations or vo-
cations—so long as the workers have
been performing those functions for at
least 2 previous years.

The non-minister categories were
added by the 1990 immigration bill, and
Congress has extended their authoriza-
tion several times since then. However,
the authorization also expires this Fri-
day. This bill extends the program
through September 30, 2009, the end of
the fiscal year. These visas assist many
American religious denominations to
meet the needs of their followers.

Because this bill reauthorizes two
worthy immigration programs, I urge
my colleagues to support this.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I would now yield 2 minutes
to the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
STUPAK).

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I regret
that I must stand in opposition to al-
lowing immigration extensions or re-
forms without addressing a temporary
extension of the H-2B returning worker
program.

The H-2B visa program was created
to provide access to nonimmigrant,
temporary workers for seasonal and
peak load needs when no American
workers can be found. Foreign workers
offer small and seasonal businesses
short-term help, and they return to
their home countries at the end of the
season. H-2B visas are capped at 66,000
visas per year. Even with 66,000 visas
per year, it does not meet the labor
needs of seasonal businesses.

To help fill these needs, Congress es-
tablished the H-2B returning worker
program in 2005. This program exempts
returning workers who have received
an H-2B visa in one of three previous
fiscal years from counting against the
66,000 cap. However, this exemption ex-
pired on September 30, 2007. In the
110th Congress, this exemption had the
support of 158 bipartisan Members of
Congress—88 Democrats and 70 Repub-
licans. In the 111th Congress, the bill
has just been introduced, and we al-
ready have the support of 32 Democrats
and 23 Republicans. As of January 7,
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services had already received enough
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visa petitions to exceed the cap for H-
2B visas for the second half of this fis-
cal year.

This demand highlights the imme-
diate need for Congress to extend the
H-2B visa returning worker program to
help small and seasonal businesses fill
their seasonal labor needs and to keep
full-time Americans and businesses
working. These returning workers have
provided relief to small businesses
throughout the Nation, covering a
broad spectrum of industries like
landscapers, tourism, restaurants, ho-
tels, and seafood processors.

H-2B workers offer short-term help.
They cannot and do not stay in the
United States. More importantly, the
H-2B program contains strong provi-
sions to ensure American workers have
the first chance to work.

Without an extension of the return-
ing worker program, small and sea-
sonal businesses will face significant
labor shortages this year as they did
last year. We have constantly been told
we cannot bring this bill to the floor
until we address comprehensive immi-
gration. Then why are we bringing up
the J-1 program when we’re letting H-
2B expire?

Therefore, regrettably, I must oppose
H.R. 1127.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the ranking member
of the Judiciary Committee (Mr. SMITH
of Texas).

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
support H.R. 1127, but I also agree with
STEVE KING, the ranking member of
the immigration subcommittee, about
the need for religious worker reci-
procity. Some countries that send reli-
gious workers to the United States
refuse entry to religious workers from
the United States and do not allow for
the free exercise of religion.

Each year, the U.S. Commission of
International Religious Freedom com-
piles a list of countries that seek to
control religious thought and expres-
sion, that show open hostility to reli-
gious minorities and that fail to pro-
tect certain religious groups. The 2008
list includes Burma, North Korea, Iran,
Pakistan, China, Saudi Arabia, Sudan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

One way to help advance religious
freedom is to do as Representative
KING suggests and prevent citizens of
countries that are hostile to religious
freedom from participating in our reli-
gious worker visa program. Both the
Special Immigrant Non-Minister Reli-
gious Worker Program and the rural J-
1 visa waiver program are set to expire
this Friday, March 6. H.R. 1127 extends
both programs until September 30, 2009.

The J-1 visa program provision
waives the 2-year foreign residency re-
quirement for foreign doctors who are
willing to serve in medically under-
served areas. The waiver program en-
ables people in rural and in intercity
communities to have access to quality
medical care. The Special Immigrant
Non-Minister Religious Worker Pro-
gram allows 5,000 religious workers per
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year to enter the United States to as-
sist churches and other religious estab-
lishments.

While I support the program, I have
long been concerned about the level of
fraud. In 2006, the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services Office conducted
an assessment on the religious worker
visa program. They selected 220 reli-
gious workers at random and found
fraud in one-third of the cases. In addi-
tion, they found ‘“‘many of the cases re-
viewed had multiple fraud indicators.”
In 32 of the fraudulent cases, the reli-
gious institution was not bona fide. It
either did not exist or it existed only
on paper. Thirty-nine of the fraudulent
cases were marked by fraudulent sup-
porting documentation or material
misrepresentations within a document
by a legitimate religious institution.

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity issued a final rule last November,
making several changes designed to re-
duce fraud in the program. Immigra-
tion Chairwoman LOFGREN and I are
awaiting a report by the DHS inspector
general regarding the effectiveness of
those fraud prevention measures. I
hope we will address concerns about
fraud and will also ensure that reci-
procity is contained in any future ex-
tension of the religious worker visa
program.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1%2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from North Dakota (Mr. PoMm-
EROY).

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I am
rising in support of this legislation,
and I do so with some sadness because
I agree with the point made on the H-
2B visa by the gentleman from Michi-
gan.

However, within this J-1 bill before
us, H.R. 1127, is legislation to extend
the Conrad 30 program, which expires
on March 6, 2009. Now, that is a pro-
gram, the basis of which many foreign
medical professionals presently serving
in many medically underserved areas,
including in North Dakota, are here.
So if we don’t get this done in time—
and let’s face it. March 6, 2009 is right
on our head right now—we raise havoc
with the delivery of medical care
through many rural underserved areas.
We are literally talking about the med-
ical professionals having to pack up
and go home. We’ve worked mighty
hard to get them there in the first
place. If we lose them, they may never
come back.

What’s more: What about the pa-
tients in these rural clinics this after-
noon who are seeing their physicians?
What if the physician is gone and care
is disrupted?

There are many ways to make a
point, but we have got something that
could be, for many, a matter of life and
death, and that’s keeping these med-
ical professionals in the rural area by
extending for 6 months this Conrad
State 30 Program. It’s just too impor-
tant. We need it too badly.

So I urge the enactment of this legis-
lation, giving us 6 more months on that
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program. Then I urge us to take the
gentleman’s point and pass the H-2B
visa reform.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield b minutes to the ranking member
of the Subcommittee on Immigration
(Mr. KING of Iowa).

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, we’re
here to address the extension of these
two programs, including the religious
worker visa program extension, which
is set up to authorize now until Sep-
tember 30 of this year, until the end of
this fiscal year.

I had recommended that we bring
this bill back before committee for the
purposes of a markup so that we could
reevaluate the policy. We have had
hearings on this subject matter in the
previous Congress, and we all know
that the actions of the previous Con-
gress don’t color the existing Congress.

The history of the religious worker
visa program has had some problems
with fraud. It was created in 1990, but
from the beginning, it has been a mag-
net for people who want to perpetrate a
scam on America’s immigration sys-
tem.

According to the State Department’s
Bureau of Consular Affairs—and this is
dated September of 2005, their Fraud
Digest—‘‘The religious worker visas
are known as some of the most difficult
to adjudicate.”

The Fraud Digest then goes on to dis-
cuss various cases in which people were
prosecuted for fraudulent use of the
program, the religious worker pro-
gram. For instance, in 2004, a Ven-
ezuelan national was convicted in Vir-
ginia visa fraud. He had filed 179 fraud-
ulent petitions for religious ministers.
In addition to creating fraudulent cer-
tificates of ordination, diplomas and
other supporting documentation, he
also obtained valid 501(c)(3) tax exemp-
tions from recognized religious organi-
zations without their knowledge.

The immigration subcommittee has
long been aware of the fraud in this
program. Mr. Speaker, I take you back
to a 1997 GAO investigation which was
requested by the subcommittee. The
State Department conducted a field in-
quiry to get the views of consular of-
fices as to the level and type of fraud.
In 41 percent of the 83 responding posts,
some type of fraud or abuse was ac-
knowledged. The State Department
also noted that, under the program’s
regulations, ‘‘almost anyone involved
with a church, aside from the explicitly
excluded occupations of cleaning,
maintenance and support staff . . . ar-
guably could qualify as a religious
worker.”
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This clearly wasn’t the intent of the
program. It doesn’t remain the intent
of the program that will, I think, like-
ly be reauthorized today.

When the GAO released its final re-
port in 1999, the agency noted that the
types of fraud often encountered in the
processing of religious worker visas
“involved petitioners making false

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

statements about the length of time
that the applicant was a member of the
religious organization and the nature
of the qualifying experience.”’

The report went on to state that
“‘evidence uncovered by INS suggests
that some of these organizations exist
solely as a means to carry out immi-
gration fraud.” That was then. This is
more current.

Recently, I will say in July of 2006,
Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Service’s Office of Fraud
Detection and National Security con-
ducted a fraud benefit assessment on
the Religious Worker Visa Program.
They selected 220 cases at random—of
which we’re very familiar with on the
committee—they found an astonishing
33 percent fraud rate. That’s one of
every three were fraudulently based. In
32 of the fraudulent cases, the religious
institution either didn’t exist or only
existed on paper. And 39 of the fraudu-
lent petitions included fraudulent sup-
porting documentation or material
representations within a document.

Other instances of fraud included
cases where the petitioner could not be
located or connected to any religious
entity and where the petitioning reli-
gious entity was unaware that the peti-
tion had been filed and was unaware of
the beneficiary.

Also in the modern era, in 2003, Mo-
hammed Khalil and three of his sons
were arrested in connection with sub-
mitting false applications to bring over
200 individuals to the United States
using the religious worker visa pro-
gram. During court proceedings, pros-
ecutors revealed that Khalil made
statements to an undercover witness
professing allegiance to Osama bin
Laden. He also allegedly stated, ‘‘Hope-
fully, another attack in the United
States will come shortly.”

That gives you, I think, Mr. Speaker,
the feel for how this program has been
abused.

However, I want to make clear, Mr.
Speaker, to you and to the RECORD, and
eventually to the American people,
that I recognize—as will every Member
of this Congress—that there are very
sincere religious workers who come to
the United States that fit within the
category and within the intent of this
Congress. And I think what we need to
do today is honor them, thank them,
recognize that this is a country that
was built upon religious freedom. And
where we can promote religious free-
dom, we need to do so within our own
borders and around the globe.

That’s why I have raised the issue
that we are receiving religious workers
from countries that will not allow
American religious workers to go into
them unless they fit within their nar-
rowly defined religious category.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHILDERS). The time of the gentleman
has expired.

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield the gen-
tleman 1 additional minute.

Mr. KING of Iowa. So this being an
American value of religious freedom
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and religious liberty, we need to also
export that freedom around the world.
We have many soldiers that are buried
in foreign lands to promote that free-
dom. They’ve paid their price. There’s
been a price paid in this country con-
tinually for religious freedom. We need
to promote it around the world.

For us to open up the doors of the
United States of America to religious
workers from countries who come here
to advance their version of their side of
society and not have those countries
allow American missionaries to come
into them, I think sets up a standard
that we should not tolerate. So I will
be introducing legislation that sets up
a reciprocity program in this religious
workers visa program. And I look for-
ward to the opportunity in September
or prior to September to raise this
issue in a better format.

Until that time, and believing that
we will have an open forum in this Con-
gress and a real legitimate debate on
the subject of religious worker reci-
procity, I intend to support this resolu-
tion today and work in good faith to
improve it before it comes up for reau-
thorization on September 30, 2009.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, we have no additional speak-
ers.

If the gentleman has additional
speakers, I would reserve and allow
him to proceed.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. To the gen-
tleman from Texas, I thank you for
yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I'm here to speak in
favor of at least a portion of this bill
related to the J-1 Visa program. I am a
co-chair of the Rural Health Care Coa-
lition along with the gentleman from
North Dakota (Mr. POMEROY). In our
efforts in rural States to attract and
retain physicians in communities that
are highly underserved with medical
care, the J-1 Visa program, the Conrad
30 program, has become a critical com-
ponent of our ability to maintain a
health care delivery system.

Kansas alone since 2002 has attracted
and retained 103 physicians. There are
many communities that I represent in
Kansas that have no doctor except for
a J-1 Visa doc. Now, a J-1 Visa doctor
is someone born in a foreign county
but trains in the United States, takes
their residency and certification here
and earns the ability to practice medi-
cine.

In return for serving in an under-
served area—and while I represent gen-
erally a rural State—these underserved
areas are often urban areas of our
country as well. And in return for serv-
ing the needs of patients in those com-
munities across America, they are al-
lowed to remain in the United States
for an additional 3 years.

Just last August—an example of
where this comes home—the American
Methodist Ministries of Garden City,
Kansas, finally was able to recruit a
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physician for their community health
clinic. That physician is a J-1 visa doc-
tor from Peru; bilingual—a very added
attractive feature to this physician’s
practice, but for a community that was
so desperate for a physician, really a
dream come true.

Much about how to save lives, im-
prove the health of Kansans and Amer-
icans relate to this program. We have
tried for a number of years to extend
the J-1 visa program longer than for a
year at a time. And there are those
who want to make changes, reallocate
the physicians among States. The
Conrad 30 program, the J-1 visa pro-
gram, allocates 30 physicians per State
in the country. The program is man-
aged by State agencies who make the
determination and have some flexi-
bility in determining the definition of
what is underserved. Most often, it's a
general practice, a family, internal
medicine doctor; but occasionally it’s a
specialist in an area that has no ability
to attract and maintain a specialist,
maybe even at a university hospital
setting.

So I come to the floor today to ex-
press my desire to see that the J-1 visa
program is extended and would tell you
that it’s very much about saving the
lives of persons and very much about
increasing the chances that we improve
the health of Americans across our
country.

So I'm appreciative of the Judiciary
Committee bringing this bill to the
floor. I congratulate its author for that
success, and I'm looking forward to
seeing it work its way through a long
and always arduous process as we try
to balance various States, various re-
gions of the country and a need for
physicians across America with the
available physicians in this country.

So I appreciate being yielded to. I
thank the Speaker for the time I have
had to speak in favor. I would like to
encourage my colleagues, whether
you’re from a rural area like me or an
urban area like many others, this pro-
gram matters in the lives of many
Americans.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I would inquire if the gen-
tleman has additional speakers.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
have no additional speakers. I support
this resolution.

I yield back the remainder of my
time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I would just urge, again, sup-
port for this measure. I would also like
to include in the RECORD a letter dated
today signed by a number of religious
groups, including the Lutheran Immi-
gration and Refugee Service, the Men-
nonites, the National Association of
Evangelicals, the U.S. Catholic Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops and others
outlaying the need for religious work-
ers in this country and urging support
of the bill.

MARCH 4, 2009.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: We write to strong-
ly urge the House of Representatives to pass
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H.R. 1127, legislation that would extend the
Special Immigrant Non-Minister Religious
Worker Visa Program through September 30,
2009. As you know, without congressional ac-
tion, this important program is set to expire
on March 6, 2009.

The Special Immigrant Non-Minister por-
tion of the Religious Worker Visa Program
became law in 1990. Originally enacted with
a sunset provision, it has enjoyed broad, bi-
partisan support in Congress and has been
reauthorized four times since then.

Under this important program, up to 5,000
visas each year are available for religious
workers employed by a broad range of reli-
gious denominations and organizations. Reli-
gious communities that participate in the
program have found these special visas vital
to carrying out their work. The following are
just a few examples of how large and small
religious denominations and organizations
use the visas to benefit their own commu-
nities and the larger society:

Catholic dioceses and Catholic institutes
of religious men and women rely heavily
upon religious sisters, brothers, and lay mis-
sionaries from abroad, who are sponsored
and qualify for these permanent residency
visas. Some fill a growing need in the Catho-
lic Church for those called to religious voca-
tions. Others provide critical services to
local communities in areas including reli-
gious education, and care for vulnerable pop-
ulations such as the elderly, immigrants, ref-
ugees, abused and neglected children, adoles-
cents and families at risk.

Jewish congregations, particularly in re-
mote areas with small Jewish communities,
rely on rabbis, cantors, kosher butchers, He-
brew school teachers, and other religious
workers who come from abroad through the
religious worker program. Without them,
many Jewish communities would be unable
to sustain the institutions and practices that
are essential to Jewish religious and com-
munal life.

Smaller religious communities rely on the
visa, as well. For example, the lifetime voca-
tion of members of the Church Communities
International, a religious communal order,
includes a commitment to Christian brother-
hood and faithful service through the provi-
sion of emergency relief, housing assistance,
food distribution, education, medical care,
counseling and mediation. To affect its min-
istries, the order depends upon the ability af-
forded by the program to relocate non-clergy
religious members from its locations over-
seas.

Other religious denominations, such as the
Methodist and Baptist churches, The First
Church of Christ, Scientist, the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, the Lu-
theran Church, the Hindu faith, the Church
of Scientology, and the Seventh Day Advent-
ist Church, also rely on the visas to bring in
non-minister religious workers, who, in addi-
tion to providing some of the same services
mentioned above, also work in areas as di-
verse as teaching in church schools, temple
workers, producing religious publications,
sustaining prison ministries, and training
health care professionals to provide reli-
giously appropriate health care.

Because of the increasingly diverse ethnic
makeup of our religious congregations and
the nation as a whole, the special immigrant
religious worker visa category is particu-
larly important in addressing the specific
pastoral and service-related needs of ethnic
groups, including the Hispanic, Asian, and
African communities. A special category for
non-minister religious workers is also nec-
essary because religious organizations face
obstacles in using traditional employment
immigration categories, which historically
have not fit their unique situations.

We ask that you support H.R. 1127, which
would extend this important program, prior
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to its expiration on March 6, 2009. Your sup-
port is vital for the continuation of the Non-
Minister Special Immigrant Religious Work-
er Visa program and for the service of its
beneficiaries on behalf of religious organiza-
tions and communities across the nation.

Thank you for your continuing support of
the Religious Worker Visa Program and your
assistance in achieving a permanent exten-
sion of this program.

Respectfully,

American Jewish Committee; Catholic
Legal Immigration Network, Inc.;
Church Communities International;
Conference of Major Superiors of Men;
Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society; Lu-
theran Immigration and Refugee Serv-
ice; Mennonite Central Committee,
United States.

National Association of Evangelicals;
National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bahai of the United States; The Church
of Scientology International; The First
Church of Christ, Scientist, Boston,
MA; United Methodist Church, General
Board of Church and Society; World
Relief; U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops.

I would just briefly note that as to
the H-2B program, we are struggling
mightily to see if we can reach con-
sensus on that. We have efforts under-
way. I can make no guarantee that we
will be successful, but there are active
efforts underway to see if consensus
can be reached.

As for the other issues raised, I would
just like to note that Mr. SMITH and I
have worked very closely to make sure
that this program, the Religious Work-
ers Program, has integrity. And we
now have 100 percent site visits for
every church that applies, which we
are advised informally by DHS, has
really brought a much greater level of
integrity to this system. And I think
it’s a product of the work that we did
in the last Congress that helped us to
be able to say that today.

So I urge support of this measure.

As for the reciprocity issue, I look
forward to hearing the ranking mem-
ber’s proposals. I would just note, how-
ever, that because Russia is not very
happy when we send evangelicals to
their country, it doesn’t mean that we
should deny Russian Orthodox believ-
ers in the United States the assistance
of Russian Orthodox member
laypeople. I think that we’ll work
through these issues. This is an impor-
tant step forward. And I urge its sup-
port.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1127.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1106, HELPING
FAMILIES SAVE THEIR HOMES
ACT OF 2009

Mr. CARDOZA, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 111-23) on the resolution (H.
Res. 205) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1106) to prevent mortgage
foreclosures and enhance mortgage
credit availability, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

House Resolution 201, by the yeas and
nays;

House Resolution 195, by the yeas and
nays;

House Resolution 45, by the yeas and
nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

Proceedings on remaining postponed
motions to suspend will resume later.

————

RECOGNIZING BEVERLY ECKERT
FOR 9/11 VICTIMS WORK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 201, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 201.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 419, nays 0,
not voting 12, as follows:

[Roll No. 94]

YEAS—419
Abercrombie Berry Broun (GA)
Ackerman Biggert Brown (SC)
Aderholt Bilbray Brown, Corrine
Adler (NJ) Bilirakis Brown-Waite,
Akin Bishop (GA) Ginny
Alexander Bishop (NY) Buchanan
Altmire Bishop (UT) Burgess
Andrews Blackburn Burton (IN)
Arcuri Blumenauer Butterfield
Austria Blunt Buyer
Baca Boccieri Calvert
Bachmann Boehner Camp
Bachus Bonner Cantor
Baird Bono Mack Cao
Baldwin Boozman Capito
Barrett (SC) Boren Capps
Barrow Boswell Capuano
Bartlett Boucher Cardoza
Barton (TX) Boustany Carnahan
Bean Brady (PA) Carney
Becerra Brady (TX) Carson (IN)
Berkley Braley (IA) Carter
Berman Bright Cassidy

Castle

Castor (FL)
Chaffetz
Chandler
Childers
Clarke

Clay

Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman (CO)
Cohen

Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper

Costa
Costello
Courtney
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Dahlkemper
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (KY)
Dayvis (TN)
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle

Dreier
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel

Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin

Farr

Fattah
Filner

Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx

Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare

Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins

Hill

Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
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Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
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Sires Thompson (CA) Wasserman
Skelton Thompson (MS) Schultz
Slaughter Thompson (PA) Waters
Smith (NE) Thornberry Watson
Smith (NJ) Tiahrt Watt
Smith (TX) Tiberi Waxman
Smith (WA) Tierney Weiner
Snyder Titus Welch
Souder Tonko Westmoreland
Space Towns Weglgr
Spratt Whitfield
Stearns Tsongas Wilson (OH)
Stupak Turner Wilson (SC)
Sullivan Upton Wittman
Sutton Van Hollen Wolf
Tanner Velazquez Woolsey
Tauscher Visclosky Wu
Taylor Walden Yarmuth
Teague Walz Young (AK)
Terry Wamp Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—12
Boyd Garrett (NJ) Perriello
Campbell Hall (NY) Putnam
Davis (IL) McCollum Speier
Ehlers Miller, Gary Stark
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING THE HOMELAND SE-
CURITY DEPARTMENT ON ITS
SIXTH ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 195, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
CARNEY) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 195.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 418, nays 0,
not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 95]

YEAS—418
Abercrombie Blackburn Capito
Ackerman Blumenauer Capps
Aderholt Blunt Capuano
Adler (NJ) Boccieri Cardoza
Akin Boehner Carnahan
Alexander Bonner Carney
Altmire Bono Mack Carson (IN)
Andrews Boozman Carter
Arcuri Boren Cassidy
Austria Boswell Castle
Baca Boucher Castor (FL)
Bachmann Boustany Chaffetz
Bachus Brady (PA) Chandler
Baird Brady (TX) Childers
Baldwin Braley (IA) Clarke
Barrett (SC) Bright Clay
Barrow Broun (GA) Cleaver
Bartlett Brown (SC) Clyburn
Barton (TX) Brown, Corrine Coble

Bean
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)

Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Buchanan
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Cao

Coffman (CO)
Cohen

Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper

Costa
Costello
Courtney
Crenshaw
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Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Dahlkemper
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (KY)
Davis (TN)
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle
Dreier
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)

Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
BE.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
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Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)

Thompson (PA) Visclosky Wexler
Thornberry Walden Whitfield
Tiahrt Walz Wilson (OH)
Tiberi Wamp Wilson (SC)
Tierney Wasserman Wittman
Titus Schultz Wolf
Tonko Waters Woolsey
Towns Watson Wu
Tsongas Watt Yarmuth
Turner Waxman
Upton Weiner Young (AK)

D
Van Hollen Welch Young (FL)
Velazquez Westmoreland

NOT VOTING—13

Boyd Hall (NY) Putnam
Campbell Larson (CT) Speier
Davis (IL) McCollum Stark
Ehlers Miller, Gary
Garrett (NJ) Perriello

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). Members are reminded there

are 2 minutes remaining in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

NATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 45, on which the
yveas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 45.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 415, nays 0,
not voting 16, as follows:

[Roll No. 96]

YEAS—415
Abercrombie Blumenauer Cardoza
Ackerman Blunt Carnahan
Aderholt Boccieri Carney
Adler (NJ) Boehner Carson (IN)
Akin Bonner Carter
Alexander Bono Mack Cassidy
Altmire Boozman Castle
Andrews Boren Castor (FL)
Arcuri Boswell Chaffetz
Austria Boucher Chandler
Baca Boustany Childers
Bachmann Brady (PA) Clarke
Bachus Brady (TX) Clay
Baird Braley (IA) Cleaver
Baldwin Bright Clyburn
Barrett (SC) Broun (GA) Coble
Barrow Brown (SC) Coffman (CO)
Bartlett Brown, Corrine Cohen
Barton (TX) Brown-Waite, Cole
Bean Ginny Conaway
Becerra Buchanan Connolly (VA)
Berkley Burgess Conyers
Berman Burton (IN) Cooper
Berry Butterfield Costa
Biggert Buyer Costello
Bilbray Calvert Courtney
Bilirakis Camp Crenshaw
Bishop (GA) Cantor Crowley
Bishop (NY) Cao Cuellar
Bishop (UT) Capito Culberson
Blackburn Capps Cummings

Dahlkemper
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (KY)
Davis (TN)
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle
Dreier
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)

Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
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Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Radanovich
Rahall
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Tauscher
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
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Tonko Wasserman Wilson (OH)
Towns Schultz Wilson (SC)
Tsongas Waters Wittman
Turner Watson Wolf
Upton Watt Woolsey
Van‘ Hollen Waxman Wu
Velazquez Weiner Yarmuth
Visclosky Welch
Walden Westmoreland ggzﬁg Egllf))
Walz Wexler
Wamp Whitfield

NOT VOTING—16
Boyd Hall (NY) Rangel
Campbell Larson (CT) Rogers (MI)
Capuano McCollum Speier
Davis (IL) Miller, Gary Stark
Ehlers Perriello
Garrett (NJ) Putnam

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.

0 15612

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam

Speaker, on March 4, 2009. | missed two
votes, that on H. Res. 195 (rollcall vote No.
95) and H. Res. 45 (rollcall vote No. 96). Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” for
both H. Res. 195, Recognizing and honoring
the employees of the Department of Home-
land Security on its sixth anniversary for their
continuous efforts to keep the Nation safe,
and H. Res. 45, Raising awareness and pro-
moting education on the criminal justice sys-
tem by establishing March as “National Crimi-
nal Justice Month.”

————

DESPITE OUR DISAGREEMENTS,
WE ARE ALL STILL AMERICANS

(Mr. BOCCIERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOCCIERI. Mr. Speaker, many
economic indicators show that our
country is in her greatest time of need
since the Great Depression, with too
many citizens unemployed, losing their
homes and their jobs, and they’re look-
ing to us here in Washington for lead-
ership.

I become increasingly alarmed when
I hear the voice of divisive mainstream
media hosts attempting to inspire oth-
ers to join them in wishing failure
upon our government, our elected
President, and our country in crisis. To
wish failure on our elected leaders is to
wish failure upon our financial mar-
kets, our businesses, our workers, and
our children.

Ironically, during the debate leading
to the Iraq war conflict, many of the
same ‘‘opinion leaders’ suggested that
anyone who held a contrary opinion to
the President about going to war was
somehow uninspired, unpatriotic, and
even un-American.
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I put my life on the line for this
country along with my brothers and
sisters in the military so such ill wish-
ers could say whatever they wanted to.
The minority’s wishing that President
Obama fail is wishing that our Nation
fails and inflames and ignites and di-
vides our great Nation.

This is the time for a debate of ideas
and solutions. In this great time of
need, I reject extremism that divides
our country, and we should all embrace
a voice that unites us around a com-
mon thread: that despite all of our dis-
agreements, we are all still Americans.

0 1515
TRIBUTE TO JAMES L. WATSON

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, my dis-
trict, Gaston County and the City of
Gastonia lost a great leader when they
lost  three-term City Councilman
James L. Watson, who passed away
this Wednesday.

“Slug’” Watson, as he was known, be-
came a great baseball player in youth
and was always known as ‘‘Slug.” He
was a great friend of mine and an early
supporter of mine. He was an Army
veteran, president of his own small
business and a community stalwart.
Citizens of West Gastonia had no great-
er friend and advocate than James
Watson.

James was also an active member of
his church, where he was a deacon.
Upon his election in 2003, his constitu-
ents in Ward 6, the only area of Gas-
tonia that overlaps with my congres-
sional district, found themselves also
served by a city councilman who had a
passion for service and loved helping
people. Slug showed us all persever-
ance. He ran three times for city coun-
cil and lost, but he was elected three
times after that.

James left his native Gastonia to serve our
country in the Army and later went on to earn
a degree in Small Business from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina.

Upon returning, he embarked on a success-
ful business career with several firms, culmi-
nating in the founding of Watco of Gastonia, a
parts company of which he was the President
and Owner for the past 24 years.

Citizens of West Gastonia had no greater
friend or advocate than James Watson. He
was a stalwart in the community for decades.
he served on the Shiele Museum Board of
Trustees, The Gastonia Recreation Advisory
Board, was on the first Executive Board of
Gastonia Community Watch Association, was
past President of the Hunter Huss High
School Booster Club, and was a Shriner. He
was also an active member of Maranatha
Baptist Church where he was a former Dea-
con.

In politics, | learned a real lesson from
James, that of persistence. He ran for City
Council three times before he was victorious.

I want to extend my condolences to
his wife of nearly 50 years, Carolyn,
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and the entire Watson family, as well
as the mayor and city council of Gas-
tonia. We have all lost a true states-
man and a great leader.

———

PUTTING THE COUNTRY BACK ON
TRACK

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, as we
start to debate the budget that was
submitted last week, I think a lot of
Americans all across the country and a
lot of people here in this Chamber have
some very serious concerns about the
direction that this administration
seems to be taking us in. This rampant
spending and tax increases are dan-
gerous to our country and our economy
at a time when we are having trouble
and difficulty all across the land.

The last thing we need is a $1.4 tril-
lion tax increase, over $600 billion of
which would fall on the backs of every
small business owner in this country,
and over $600 billion in the form of a
carbon tax, a tax on energy, that every
consumer in this country would pay in
higher utility rates.

This is surely not the time to be rais-
ing taxes to the tune of over $1.4 tril-
lion on the backs of small businesses
and families across this country. We
need to go in a better direction. We
will be proposing that, and hopefully
the administration will work with us
to put us on a better path to get our
country back on track.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States were commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Evans, one
of his secretaries.

————
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

THE RED COATS ARE COMING—
THE RED COATS ARE COMING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
should inform you that the Red Coats
are coming! The Red Coats are coming!
The United States Capitol once again
has been invaded by the Red Coats. I
am not talking about Prime Minister
Gordon Brown who spoke to this as-
sembly this morning. I am not talking
about the fact that the British came
and burned this building in 1814. No,
not at all. But the Nation’s Capitol is
simply being taken away from the
American people.

The new Capitol Visitors Center, the
CVC as they call themselves, opened its
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doors in December of 2008, and since
that day many new bureaucratic rules
have been decreed. These new regula-
tions infringe on the American people’s
right to visit this Capitol. It is their
building. It doesn’t belong to us or to
the Red Coats.

Mr. Speaker, there once was a time
when a family would come from my
district. They would show up at my of-
fice and they would ask to see the Cap-
itol. Myself or a staffer would bring
them over to the Capitol, take them
through these mighty halls by showing
them the statues of the two famous
people from Texas, Stephen F. Austin
and Sam Houston, giving them a peak
at the old Supreme Court Chamber,
and they could spend as much time in
this building as they wanted to. But no
more. Apparently the good old times
have been replaced by censored, con-
trolled tours which can only be given
by the CVC staff, the Red Coats.

Now, before a staff member can even
help on a tour of this Capitol, that per-
son must attend a 6-hour or 2-day-long
propaganda school given by the CVC
Red Coats. The actual tour that every-
body must see before they come into
this building starts with an opening
video given by the Red Coats. It is a
controlled and censored video and a
controlled and censored trip through
this building. The theme opens in the
video by saying that the national
motto of the United States is “E
Pluribus Unum”’, which means, accord-
ing to the video, ‘‘Out of Many, One.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, I must have
missed something. I thought that the
United States motto was directly
above your head, which says ‘“In God
We Trust.” But not according to the
Red Coats. They just changed the na-
tional motto on their own. There is, in
fact, no mention of those words or reli-
gious history of our country in the en-
tire CVC complex. This includes their
exhibit halls, which are supposed to
chronicle the real history of America.
But the Red Coats have rewritten the
history of the United States and omit
religion or any reference to God.

Once citizens watch the video, they
are allowed into this building to go on
their tour, as long as they do it on time
and they are not late. You can’t wan-
der around and get away from the Red
Coat tour guide like the old days. They
get to spend a few minutes in the ro-
tunda, a few minutes in Statuary Hall
and a couple of minutes in the crypt.
But that is it. There is no looking
around at the paintings by Brumidi in
the hallways. And if your State statue
is not on the controlled tour, you are
out of luck. You don’t get to see it. Un-
fortunately, now one of Texas’ statues
is off the approved route. I guess my
constituents will just have to become a
Member of Congress before they will
ever get to see it.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that we should
make visiting our Capitol a safe and
pleasurable experience for all constitu-
ents and all Americans everywhere,
and these politically correct positions
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by the Red Coats are not the way to do
it.

I recently signed a letter that is
being sponsored by Mr. KIRK and Mr.
LOEBSACK that outlines just a few of
these ridiculous regulations. This let-
ter, bipartisan, of course, goes to Mr.
Ayers, the acting Architect of the Cap-
itol, who is the chief Red Coat.

Member offices have little control
over scheduling tours. Once in awhile
somebody will just show up in my of-
fice and they want to go see this build-
ing. It is their first and only trip to
Washington. You can’t do that any-
more. You have got to get on a list and
you have got to make that request a
month ahead of time at least before
you can come into this building. Those
“dropin’’ days are over, unfortunately,
because the Red Coat police are in
charge, and if they walk through the
building and they get off the tour, the
Red Coat police dress them down.

Late groups are often turned away. If
a family misses their tour by a few
minutes or the security lines are too
long and they don’t get there on time,
they may be out of luck and not even
get in this building. They are sent
home to come back another time. Un-
less they are trained by the CVC, con-
gressional staff members are no longer
allowed to even give tours. And don’t
forget those ‘‘reeducation sessions”
last between 6 hours and 2 days.

According to a letter I just received
from the CEO of the Visitor Center,
things are going pretty good, according
to them. They say thousands of people
are making reservations. Well, appar-
ently that is true, because my staff as-
sistant is having an impossible time
booking tours for our constituents dur-
ing the first week of April, spring
break, when most of them are coming
up here. And the Capitol, unfortu-
nately, is not friendly anymore.

Mr. Speaker, the United States Cap-
itol belongs to the American people. It
doesn’t belong to us. It doesn’t belong
to the Red Coats. It belongs to the
American people. And I am dis-
appointed in the new regulations from
the CVC and the disrespect that has
been shown to the American people and
Members of Congress.

Mr. Speaker, the Red Coats have ar-
rived and they are stealing the people’s
Capitol away from America. That
ought not to be, but that’s just the way
it is.

———
LET’S GIVE THE PEOPLE OF THE

WORLD DIGNITY AND OPPOR-

TUNITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the
Iraqi Government is reopening the in-
famous Abu Ghraib prison. It has been
renovated to include computers, rec-
reational areas, a library and a barber
shop for the prisoners. The Iraqis
promise to treat prisoners humanely
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and in accordance with international
standards.

Some disagree with this decision to
reopen Abu Ghraib. They say it should
have been turned into a museum to
document the crimes that took place
there. Others say it should have been
simply knocked down. But the Iraqi
Government says it must keep the fa-
cility because it actually needs the
space.

The renovations are designed to re-
move any reminders of the terrible vio-
lations of human rights that took place
at Abu Ghraib when it was under U.S.
control. Those violations did a great
deal of damage, Mr. Speaker, to Amer-
ica’s reputation. Even worse, they sent
a terrible signal to the world. The UN
has reported that nondemocratic coun-
tries have used U.S. actions in places
like Abu Ghraib to justify their own
abuses.

Mr. Speaker, the people of the world
expect America to offer a better exam-
ple than that. They expect us to work
for peace and to treat people with dig-
nity and compassion.

The Obama administration has al-
ready taken important steps in that di-
rection. The President has renounced
torture. He has ordered the closing of
Guantanamo Bay. His administration
has also released documents which
show how the previous administration
violated the constitutional rights of
the American people right here at
home.

President Obama has also pledged to
use diplomacy instead of war as the
first tool of American foreign policy.
He has signaled his willingness to talk
to Iran and Syria, two nations that we
must engage to create stability in the
Middle East. He is trying, Mr. Speaker,
to diffuse tensions with Russia, and
Secretary of State Clinton has pledged
a vigorous effort to kick-start the
stalled peace process between Israel
and the Palestinians.

But there is still a lot more that we
just have to do. We must remove all of
our troops and military contractors
out of Iraq by August 2010. Leaving
50,000 residual troops is unacceptable.
The Iraqi people will view it as an en-
during occupation force and it will
delay the reconciliation and the unifi-
cation the Iraqi people need. They need
that to build stability and democracy
in their country.

We must also redeploy our troops out
of Afghanistan and use humanitarian
assistance instead of military force to
achieve our goals there.
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Every expert on Afghanistan knows
that foreign military intervention
never succeeds in that part of the
world. Helping the Afghan people to
build schools and roads will work a lot
better than sending in more troops.

I've also called for a worldwide
ceasefire or ‘‘time-out’ to give diplo-
macy, to give humanitarian assistance
and conflict resolution a chance to
work. By intensifying our efforts in
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these areas, Mr. Speaker, our efforts of
“‘soft power” or ‘‘smart power’’ and re-
ducing the size of our military, we can
move towards a conflict-free world.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama has
said, and I quote him, “We have a sig-
nificant stake in ensuring that those
who live in fear and want today can
live with dignity and opportunity to-
morrow.”’

The President is right. Instead of
bombs, instead of bullets, let’s give the
people of the world dignity and oppor-
tunity. That’s the way to defeat ter-
rorism. That’s the way to keep Amer-
ica safe, and that’s the way to ensure
peace around the globe.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

DEMOCRATS’ CAP-AND-TRADE
AMOUNTS TO A STEALTH EN-
ERGY TAX ON EVERY AMERICAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, the President of the United States
stood here in the well the other night,
and one of the things he said that was
met with a great deal of applause was
that there wasn’t going to be one dime,
not one dime of new taxes on anybody
making under $250,000 a year, any fam-
ily making under $250,000 a year.

And yet what was omitted from his
talk was the cost to every single per-
son because of a tax increase that’s
kind of hidden. It’s called the cap-and-
trade tax increase. And it’s going to
cost about $65 billion a year. And it
deals with carbon dioxide emissions.

Every time we use coal or gas or any
substance to create energy in this
country, it emits carbon dioxide. And
so $65 billion in new taxes are going to
be levied on business that will be
passed on to consumers in the form of
higher prices on their electricity, their
gasoline, their oil, their food and al-
most anything they buy, because any-
thing they buy is made from energy.
And the energy in this country is going
to be taxed up to $65 billion a year with
this cap-and-trade tax that the Presi-
dent’s got in his budget. The American
people simply don’t realize that.

Now, there was an interview that was
on Fox the other night. And I want to
read to you just a little bit about that.
First of all, let me just say that Peter
Orzag, the former CBO Director and
current OMB Director down at the
White House, verified that energy taxes
designed to decrease carbon emissions
like those in President Obama’s budget
will be passed on to American families,
and this will be passed on in the form
of higher prices to every family in the
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form of higher prices for energy, food,
lodging and everything else.

Senator Obama, when he was in the
Senate, admitted during the presi-
dential campaign, said, ‘“‘Under my
plan of cap-and-trade, electricity rates
would necessarily skyrocket.”

And on Fox the other night, Jim
Angle was reporting on the cap-and-
trade issue, and he said, ‘‘Almost every
activity in the U.S. economy emits car-
bon dioxide, but President Obama
wants to impose a cap on total emis-
sions throughout the economy and
charge industry a new tax of at least
$65 billion a year for their current ac-
tivities.”

Now, when the President said he’s
not going to tax anybody, any family
making under $250,000 a year, that’s er-
roneous, because when you take the
tax they’re going to have to pay indi-
rectly for the cost of food, lodging, en-
ergy of any kind, it’s going to result in
thousands and thousands of dollars to
every family.

When you turn on your lights in your
house, when this budget is passed, you
will be paying much more money for
your electricity. When you buy gaso-
line at the pump, you’re going to pay
more for your gasoline. When you get
fuel oil or coal or anything else that
you use for energy, you're going to be
paying because of this tax that’s being
passed in this budget by this President.

And it’s going to be on everybody,
not just the people making under
$250,000. It’s going to be on everybody.
Every man, woman and child who lives
in this country that uses energy will be
taxed. And I think the American people
need to know that. That’s why I'm
down here on the floor, because when
they say they’re not going to raise
your taxes, and that everybody making
under $250,000 is not going to pay one
dime more in taxes, they’re not telling
you the whole story. You are going to
pay more in taxes and you’re going to
pay through the nose.

———

VEGAS IS MAD AND IS NOT GOING
TO TAKE IT ANYMORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I'm mad
and I'm not going to take it anymore.
I've had enough of my colleagues bash-
ing my district, my hometown and the
community I love, Las Vegas. I've sat
back as Las Vegas has been maligned,
insulted and lied about for the sole pur-
pose of making political points. I've
been waiting for common sense to pre-
vail. But I'm here to say that this non-
sense, the bashing and the lies about
Las Vegas have got to end, and they’ve
got to end now.

It started with Senator MCCONNELL’S
misguided attack on the stimulus bill
by singling out a mob museum in Las
Vegas as an earmark in the stimulus
package. There’s only a couple of
things wrong with that. There never
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was an earmark in the stimulus bill.
There are none. And there certainly
wasn’t one for a mob museum. There
was never a mention of it in the stim-
ulus package. But the lies continued.

And then we found out about the
maglev train. Countless Republicans
have misrepresented the $8 billion in-
cluded in the stimulus bill as being an
earmark for the Las Vegas-Anaheim
maglev route. The only problem is,
even after it was pointed out that there
is no earmark, that Las Vegas and
California are going to have to com-
pete with the other projects, that this
has been a project that’s been in the
works for 20 years, and that it will
bring thousands of visitors to the Las
Vegas area and to the Southern Cali-
fornia area, the lies continue.

The latest one was Louisiana Gov-
ernor Bobby Jindal. He repeated the lie
in his televised response to the Presi-
dent’s remarks to Congress, claiming
the bill included funding for a mag-
netic levitation line from Las Vegas to
Disneyland. That is absolute nonsense.

And then it goes one worse. Rep-
resentative TRENT FRANKS just men-
tioned today that there’s a maglev
train going all the way from
Disneyland to the Moonlit Bunny
Brothel. Now, I grew up in Las Vegas.
I've never heard of the Moonlit Bunny
Brothel. But I guarantee that maglev
train is not going there.

And then the latest whipping boy is
in the omnibus bill. Sustainable Las
Vegas. Just yesterday Senator McCAIN
took to the floor of the Senate to at-
tack Sustainable Las Vegas. What does
Sustainable Las Vegas mean, he
yelled?

Well, let me enlighten the Senator.
It’s a University of Nevada education
and research program on energy sup-
ply, water supply and air quality, very
serious issues for the desert Southwest,
cities like Las Vegas and Phoenix and
Tucson. But the Senator knows that.

So why is that program being singled
out? Why is it different from the hun-
dreds of other projects that are given
to university research  programs
throughout the United States, includ-
ing universities in Arizona? Because it
has Las Vegas in its name.

And let me tell you about my home-
town of Las Vegas. It’s a community of
families looking for a better life, a
community of schools and churches
and mosques, Saturday soccer, a com-
munity of working people, small busi-
nesses and beautiful hotels.

And that brings me to the most egre-
gious affront to Las Vegas. Stop bad-
mouthing Las Vegas, and stop telling
businesses and major companies to
stay away from Vegas. You are hurting
our economy. You're forcing major lay-
offs of employees in the hotel industry.
Hundreds of thousands of Nevadans de-
pend on the tourism and convention
business for their